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PREFACE. 



Thb principal design of the following Essay 
as its title implies, is to provide a word of in- 
stmctiouy encouragement, and advice to phim 
Christians. It is true, is presumed, in all ages, 
as well as in the days of the Apostle : ** Not 
many wise men after the fleshy not many mighty, 
not many noble are called : but God bath cho- 
sen the foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise ; andGod hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which ani 
mighty ; and base things of the world, and 
things which are despised hath God chosen, 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things which are ; that no flesh should 
glory in his presence. " 
The special object of this calling is holiness ; 
this holiness Js'by faith as the means ; and th4 
final end, everlasting^ life. 
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It is one special regulation of wisdom with 
them that are perfect, to live a day at once. 
Every day the perfect man receives by faith 
in the boundless mercy of God," through the 
atonement of the Redeemer, the continued and 
renewed pardon of all known and unknown 
offences — the perfect love of God — the resi- 
dence and witness of the Spirit — ^fellowship 
with the Father and the Son : preservation from 
evil — growth in grace — ^and strength to run 
the race set before him. 

This faith as the receiving act of the chris- 
tian life "works by love," an J in a way of 
fiatural consequence produces evangelical o- 
bedience. Not as a necessary consequence. 
For if evangelical obedience were a necessary 
consequence, it would in a great measure 
destroy man*s moral agency, and his final 
accountability to God, Hence, prayer and 
watchfulness lest we enter into temptation, 
are equ:il rl alios and privileges, without which 
love fails of its object, and faith dies. 

These general views arc more particularly 
developed in the following Essay on entire 
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Sanctification. More than this is not neces- 
sary to be stated in this preface. But, perhaps 
it may be as well just to mention, that the 
subjoined Letter was written at the request of 
the author\<i: Sister, and although there is soma 
little similarity in the Essay and the Letter, 
yet there is enough of variety to justify their 
association. No alteration'has been made in 
the original deserving of notice. 

If any faithful minister of the Gospel should 
employ a leisure moment in perusing what is 
written in these pages, it may be proper to 
state, that it does not contemplate his instruc- 
tion ; and that the writer desires to sit at the 
feet of the humblest servant of our common 
Saviour. If to such a reader any thing should 
appear erroneous, abstruse, or defective in il- 
lustration, his candid criticisms would be re- 
ceived with great kindness and deference. No 
charge of prolixity can be admissible. 

Many excellent men have written on the 
subject of christian holiness, of whom, Messrs. 
Fletcher and Wesley may bo s:iid to claim 



6 PREFACE. 

« 

preeminence.* Their writings on this subject 
are deserving of the perusal of all who are 
enquiring the way to Christian perfection. 

If preeminence is given to the writings of 
those blessed men who being dead yet speaks 
no reflection is intended to be cast on con- 
temporaries. 

* Dialogues on Sanctification,' written by 
Rev. J. S. Pipe, are popular and calculated 
to be very useful. 

The Rev. R. Treffry's 'Treatise on Christian 
Perfection,' and the Rev. A. Watmaugh's 
'Practical Essav on entire Sanctification,' are 
very creditable productions, and well suited 
to their intended purposes.f 

The present writer desires to unite his 
humble testimony to that of the above excel* 
lent men, and especially to further the work 
of holiness in the hearts of all' christian peo- 
ple. 

Uttoxeter wesleyan Chapel House. 
March 20th, 1835. 

• See Wesley's * Plain Account of Christian Perfection,' price 
One Shilling ; also Fletcher's * Last Check to Antinomanism.' 
Published by Mr. Mason, and sold by the Wesleyan Ministers. 

I All the above works may be obtained through the medium of 
the Wesleyan Ministers. 



POPULAR ESSAY 

ON 

ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 

SECTION I. 

Short introdaction— Strange view's of Religion entertained by the 
natural man— Sadness— Distraction— Madness— Little of the 
Spirit of Revelation among profisssing Christians — Proper 
subjects of entire Holiness— Justified Persons— Recovered 
Backsliders. 



When a man begins to be serious, it will 
probably be reported in some circles of soci- 
ety, that he has become a little distracted : that 
a systematic lowness of spirits is come over 
him : and that in fact he is in danger of losing 
his senses ! 

And if seriousness subject a man to so un- 
favourable an opinion, what will be said when 
it comes to be understood, that he professes 
to have obtained forgiveness of sins, and to be 
happy in the pardoning love of God ? Oh ! 
then it will be said that his 6ymptoms are 
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more stronofly marked ; and that his mental 
disease is become more unequivocal in its 
character ! That a little while ago he was de- 
pressed below i now he is elevated above ; the 
exercise of reason ! That there is very little 
hope of his recovery ! He says his sins are 
forgiven ! All this is matter of history. 

But if he goes on to the full salvation of 
God, may we not suppose ; that his case will 
then be considered desperate I So true it is 
that "the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.** 
"The things of God knoweth no man, but the 
Spirit of God." 

It is also matter of regret, that the "Spirit 
of Revelation" is not so cordially, and so fully 
received by serious people as is desirable. 
Hence, they are too generally surprised, if a 
few of their acquaintance in the way of reli- 
gion, profess to experience entire sanctifica- 
tion ! They are surprised at it ! They say such 
and such persons have experienced "a deeper 
work of grace !** But is it not the true ground 
of surprise, that so few professedly christian 
people experience this grace of perfect holi- 
ness ? That so few perceive that this is the 
will of God concerning them? That so few 
press to this mark and prize of their high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus? To encourage, 
assist, and stimulate all sincere persons in 
their pursuit after true holiness ; and to direct, 
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and strengthen and confirm them in this grace ; 
are the main designs of the following observa- 
tions. 

Many excellent men have written on the 
subject treated in these pages, and *4n the 
mouth of two or three witnesses shall every 
word be established." 

The subject of entire sanctifi cation is ap- 
plicable to all men-; because '^without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord." But there is a 
correct way oif applying it to all men, which 
should be studied and followed. For the pre- 
sent, it may be obvious to remark, that it 
would be unsuitable to introduce the subject 
of perfect holiness to an uncanterted num^ in 
the first place. Were this to be done, it would 
either take him to an elevation which he could 
not reach,' or else it would carry him to a 
depth which he could not fathom. »He has no 
heart to understand the nature ; he has no eye 
to see the beauty of holiness. There are some 
easy lessons to be submitted to him, in the first 
instance. The unconverted man is to be in- 
structed as it regards the evil sin. That it is 
an evil and bitter thing that he has sinned 
against the Lord ! He is then to have some 
little instruction as it regards his danger — 
That he is on the slippery brink of eternal 
perdition ! — That there may possibly be but 
one step between him and that death that ne- 
ver dies ! He is further to be instructed as it 
regards his helplessness^-^ That he cannot help 
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bimself, himself he cannot save ! 

If these instructions have that salutary ef- 
fect, they are designed to have, Mrith the ac- 
companying assistance of divine g^ace, he will 
be in a fair way of coming to believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ ! Soon as he exercises a 
penitent and confiding trust in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, or in the mercy of God through Christ, 
he will witness* that **all that believe are jus- 
tified from all things, from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses.** When 
by divine grace the unconverted man is 
brought into a justified state, he may be con- 
sidered as having taken one large step towards 
perfect holiness. The sooner he is brought to 
see, as his own soul can bear, the ** depths of 
inbred sin: ** the sooner he can perceive the 
necessity and excellence of holiness : and the 
sooner be is convinced that this holiness is his 
birthright and privilege, the better it will be 
for him. He may soon come to enjoy the 
great salvation. The same faith which brings 
pardon, will bring the blessing of sanctifying 
grace in its full measure. But more of this 
afterwards. 

. It is time to pass on to observe, how entire 
sanctificsition is to be proposed to those who 
have not been holding the beginning of their 
confidence. Of these persons there is a very 
large class in the Christian Church. 

Justification is a high and happy state. 
When a person who feels the sorrows of re^* 
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peotance hears the Divine Spirit speaking to 
his inmost soul : 



** Thy ains are forgiven, 

*' Aceepted diou art, 
** He listena, md heaveu 

** Springs up in hig heart." 

He now stands on the same ground in point 
of law, as if he had never violated it. He en- 
joys the same access to God, and the same 
acceptance with God as if he had never com- 
mitted any offence. He will now adopt the 
language of the Poet : 



*' Freely justified I, 
** I ride on the sky, 



<( 



Nor envy Elijah bis seat." 



But in a little while he will begin to feel 
the remains of inbred sin. There will be par- 
ticular danger at this point of his experience. 
The grand enemy of souls will if possible, 
conceal from him the malignity there is in the 
remains of corrupt nature. The malignity 
there is in lightness and trifling of spirit : fool- 
ish talking and jesting. The malignity there 
is in using guile and dissimulation towards 
our fellow creatures* The malignity there is 
in warmth and irritibility of temper. The ma- 
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lig^nity of unholy or unclean thoughts, desires, 
and affections. 

It is said by the Apostle St. Paul : « That 
the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them that believe not, lest the glorious gos- 
pel of Christ should shine unto them." But 
does he blind the minds only of them who 
believe not ? Does he not in some measure 
blind the minds of those who believe ? Does 
he not by some means conceal from them the 
sinfulness of remaining corruptions, so that 
they are not kept under salutary restraint ? 
Were a suitable restraint imposed, there would 
no condemnation ensue : but when this is not 
the case, fresh guilt is contracted, an interve- 
ning cloud shuts out the light of divine favor, 
and a person once justified can no longer 
speak with satisfaction respect an acceptance 
with God. 

This is unhappily the case with many serious 
people. They were once justified, bnt thev 
have lost their confidence. They cannot speak 
with satisfaction respecting their acceptance 
with God ! The subject of entire sanctifica- 
tion must not be proposed to them in iAieJirst 
itist€mce. The advice of the Saviour is more 
suitable — " Remember from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent and do the first works." 
Remember thou art fallen from a happy into 
an uncomfortable state ! Repent of that which 
ha& occasioned it, an.d do the first work of 
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faith in the Lord Jesus. Believe as at the first, 
and there will be a recovery of forfeited ac- 
ceptance with God. 



SECTION II. 

Ssnctificfttion in the abstract — Different appeUations' i^ireii— 
Contrite-beartedneas— Parity in the motion* of the 
Fhiits of perfect lore. 



Having seen in the foregoing observations, 
that the unconverted sinner must be brought 
into a justified state, and those who have not 
held the beginning of their confidence, into a 
recovered state ; the way is made plain to in- 
troduce the subject of entire sanctifi cation. In 
doing this, we will keep to the " record '• of 
holy scripture. 

£ntire sanctifi cation implies in the abstract, 
purity of heart, and perfect love. These are 
the two great branches of this salvation. These 
two branches, are different in the order of na- 
ture, bnt one in the order of time. Where 
there is perfect love, there will be purity of 
heart ; and where there is purity of heart, 
there will be perfect love. Hence, purity of 
heart, and perfect love, hold the same relation 
to entire sanctifi cation, which justification and 
resrcneration hold to conversion. 
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Entire sanctifi cation when spoken of ia 
Scripture, is described in a beautiful variety 
of language. In addition to the terms purity 
of heart and perfect love, it is denominated a 
clean heart — a right spirit — true holiness — 
the mind that was Christ — a cleansing from 
all sin— a renewal in righteousness— and other 
denominations of a similar nature. Hence, in 
the foregoing and following observations, 
when different appellations are used, it will 
easily be understood, what is meant by them. 
For the sake also of variety it may be denom- 
inated besides entire sanctification : christian 
perfection — the second blessing — a deeper 
work of grace — ^the great salvation-^a rest of 
faith — a sabbath of love ! But what is implied 
in this great salvation ? 

A full measure of contrite-heartedness. We 
have generally been led to conclude that con- 
trite-heartedness belons:s exclusivelv to the 
sorrows of repentance. This is a mistake. It 
is true under the sorrows of repentance the 
heart is in some measure to be broken for sin, 
and to be broken from sin. But there is also 
an increasing measure of broken-hearted n ess 
under believing views of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and in the enjoyment of forgiving love. "They 
shall look on him whom they have pierced, 
and mour» because of him. " The poor pen- 
itent often seeks for sorrow, but let him rather 
believe on the Lord Jesus, that he may receive 
the forgiving love of God ; and this will melt 
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his heart into tenderness. This full measure 
of contrite-heartedness, however, belongs to 
entire sanctification. Sin is of a hardening 
nature. •' Hardened through the deceitfulness 
of sin." Let all that is of a hardening nature 
be taken away, and the heart will then be 
susceptible of the tenderest impressions. Then 
the melting sense of the goodness of God, in 
the remembrance of past mercies, and in the 
enjoyment of present mercies — ^the melting 
sense of the evil of sin, and the tender love of 
Jesus to poor perishing man — ^the melting 
sense of the misery of sinners, under the dis- 
pleasure of God, and in danger of eternal 
perdition ; no language can express ! Then 
the promise takes place : '* I will take away 
your heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh, and (when the heart is made soft) I will 
write my laws on the table of your heart, and 
ye shall keep them and do them all the days 
of vour life." 



*' Remove thishardnegn from my heart, 

*■'' This unbelief remove ; 
" To me the rest of faith impart : 
The sabbath of thy love." 



ii 



That this view of entire holiness is not 
novel, is evident, not only from the precede- 
ing lines, but from the following :— 
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**h0Td if I on Thee believe, 

The teeondgi/t impart ; 
Witii the indwelling Spirit give 

A new a conirUe htart ; 
If with love Thy heart ie stored, 

If now o'er me Thy bowele move, 
Help me, Saviour, speak the word. 

And jferfeel me in love.'' 

Hence, perfect love implies a full measure 
of contrite-heartedness. 

Purity of heart implies purity in all the 
motions of it — purity in all the thoughts, de- 
sires, and affections — -purity in all the tempers, 
words and actions. Errors of judgment there 
may be ; but from the heart proceeds no im- 
purity. No impure stream of sensual or idol- 
atrous affection towards created objects or 
created things! No impure stream of pride 
under superiority of circumstances !<. No im- 
pure stream of envy at another's prosperity ! 
No impure stream of anger under provocation ! 
No impure stream of hatred, malice or revenge 
under treatment cruel or dishonourable ! Let 
the fountain be cleansed and it will send forth 
pure and unpolluted streams. The eyes will 
not be full of adultery, but will send forth 
looks of purity. The tongue will be no longer 
a world of iniquity. /' No corrupt communi- 
cation will proceed out of the mouth, but that 
which is good to the use of edifying, that it 
may minister grace.'' The hands will nut 
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touch the thing that is unclean ! 

Entire sanctifi cation implies supreme love 
to God, and tender benevolence to man. This 
love to God will bear the fruits of love. It will 
go out after God in its willing though ts, its 
ardent desires, its warm affections. It will say, 
" whom have I in heaven but Thee, and there 
is none upon earth that I desire besides Thee^* 
This love will delight in God ; keep the com- 
mandments of God ; and submit with entire 
resignation to the will of God. 

This love will bear the fruits of love to the 
creatures of God. The primary objects of it 
are the members of Christ's church. Oh ! how 
it will stoop to their weaknesses — ^bear with 
their frailties — sympathize with their suffer- 
ings — and assist their necessities ! It beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things ! Nor does it con- 
fine itself to the household of faith, but it ex- 
tends to all men. Relatives, neighbours, 
countrymen, and fellow creatures in every 
place. It commiserates the sufferings — pities 
the ignorance — and exerts itself to promote 
the welfare of all ! It puts on ''bowels of mer- 
cies, gentleness, meekness, longsuffering." It 
looks with interest on every human face ! It 
becomes all things to all men, if by any means 
it may save some ! Oh ! the sanctifying grace ! 
Its looks are looks of affection ; its words 
are words of kindness, and its actions are ef- 
forts of benevolence. 



18 POPULAR ESSAY ON 



SECTION III. 

Privilegeii belonpng to holiness— Happiness — As it frees from 
Sin — As it brings the full enjoyment of God — In Creation — 
Providenca, and Onliiuiuces— Abiding influence of the Spirit, 



It is hoped tlirxt the preceding description 
of true holiness will not wear a forbidding as- 
pect, but that there may be a still clearer view 
of its excellency, let us consider a few of the 
glorious privileges which belong to it. 

Holiness is happiness. It is happiness in the 
abstract. It is well known that sin is an oc-> 
casion of misery wherever it has an existence. 
The spirits of just men made perfect in heaven 
are happy ; because they are holy ! The fallen 
spirits in hell are miserable ; because they are 
sinful ! If sin could have an existence among 
the blessed, it would ** nnparadise the realms 
of bliss.'* Hence nothing that is unclean can 
enter heaven. Serious people know by expe- 
rience that every unholy temper is as uneasy 
as it is unholy.— when in a moment of un« 
^ watchfulness, they have given way to their 
feelings, and spoken or acted unadvisedly, 
what sorrow ; what grief; what darkness have 
been occasioned by it ! Hence, *'from purity 
of heart all pleasure springs." 

Holiness is happiness also, as it brings the 
fiill enjoyment of God. This is the highest 
degree of happiness of which an intelligent 
being is capable. This cnjoyraient belongs tp 
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true holiness. By thk it is not insinuated, 
that there is no enjoyment of God in a justi- 
fied state ; but that doctrine of holy scripture 
must be remembered, "your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God." Take 
away all iniquity, and the separating cause will 
be removed ! Then what a happiness will it be 
to walk up and down in God's world, and see 
Him in his works of Creation ! 



*'He wanns in the suo, refreMhea in the breeze ; 
Glows in the stars, and blossoms in the trees ; 
Lives through all life, 'extends through all extent ; 
Spread.4 undivided, operates unspent ! " 



What a delight to see Him in the sun rejoice- 
ing as a giant to run his course : in the moon 
walking in brightness : and in all the lights 
which bespangle the starry heavens ! What a 
delight to see Him in the grand process of ve- 
getation ! And what a delight to see Him by 
his providence sweetly ordering all that is. To 
see Him dispensing to us all things by weight 
and measure ! To see Him surrounding us 
with his defence ! It is the privilege of an en- 
tire sanctifi cation to say : 



"Where'er I go, where'er I move, 
I meet the object of my love." 

C 
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Nor i3 there merely an enjoyment of God in 
His works ; but also in His ordinances. A 
God of spotless purity cannot hold very inti- 
mate fellowship, with those who are defiled 
by the remains of an evil nature. But there is 
a delightful fellowship with the Father, and 
with the Son, when the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanseth us from all sin. Then the 
intercourse is open ! There is nearness of ac- 
cess ! Beholding as in a glass theglory of the 
Lord, we are changed into the same image, 
from glory into glory, even as by the spirit of 
of the Lord." 

But the crowning blessing of holiness, is the 
abiding influence of the gracious spirit of God. 
"For ye are the temple of the living God." 
For this our Saviour intercedes according to 
his own words to His disciples — ^* I will pray 
the Father, and He shall give you another 
Comforter, that He may abide with you for 
ever ; even the spirit of truth ; whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, nei- 
ther knoweth Him : but ye know Him ; for 
He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." 

Under these gracious influences duty is de- 
lightful, prayer goeth forth as incense, and the 
lifting up of the hands, is as the evening sacri- 
fice. Labours are light, and easy ; because of 
strength and might in the inward man. Suffer- 
ings are tolerable, because as the outward man 
suffers, the inward man is renewed day by day. 
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What therefore may be said of religion in gen- 
eral, may be said of holiness in particular — 



<*Sw8et peace tt bringe where'er it arrivee. 
It boilds our quiet m it forms our lives ; 
It lays the roii^ paths of peevish nstme even, 
And opens in each breast a little heaven." 



SECTION IV. 

The groouds on which entire holineai is the wiU of God — His 
parity requires it— His economj proposes it— His pnnnises 
secure it— His charter grants it. 



Having in the preceding observations glan- 
ced at the excellencies of entire sanctification, 
we come to enquire, on what general grounds 
it is to be considered as a common christian 
privilege. 

And is it not solid ground enough, to be able 
to say to all christian people, it is the will of 
God even your sanctification } 

May we not infer that this is His will from 
the purity of His nature ? His holiness requires 
it. He IS a God of spotless purity ! He cannot 
look on the remains of sin, in the hearts of 
professing people with allowance ! He is as 
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much a God of holiness in His relationship to 
His people in the present state, as He will be 
in His relationship to them in the future state ! 
The mere circumstance of the human spirit 
passing out of time into eternity, can make no 
alteration in the spotless purity of God ! If, 
therefore, it is the will of God that His people 
should be holy, in order to dwell in his pre- 
sence in the eternal state ; it is. His will that 
they should be holy, in order to their full mea- 
sure of acceptance in the present state. " Be 
ye holy, for I am holy !" 

Does it not also appear to be the will of God, 
from the economy of His grace ? His economy 
proposes it. Why was it said by the Angel : 
"Thou shalt call his name Jesus," but because 
"He shall save His people from their sins ? " 
What object was to be answered by our Sa- 
viour's death and passion ? Did He not give 
Himself for us that "He might redeem us from 
all iniquity ?" Did he not give Himself for the 
church ; " that He might i^anctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the word ; that 
He might present it to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thin£^ ; but that it should be holy, and 
without blemish ?" Again, what is the object 
of the christian ministry ? If the Lord Jesus 
when he ascended on high, "gave some, apos- 
tles ; and some, prophets; and some evange- 
lists ; and some, pastors and teachers; " was 
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it not "for the perfecting- of the saints'* — "till 
we all come to a perfect man ? " £phe. 4, 10, 
13. It is true, that this object is generally 
attained by a gradual process. There nnist 
first be conviction of sin, and then repentance 
towards God, which must be followed by faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. This faith is ac- 
companied with pardon, and in its continued 
exercise with perfect holiness. Thus the end 
of the ministry is answered according to the 
blessed will of God ! "Now ye are clean 
through the word spoken unto you." And, 
once more, what object was proposed in the 
influence of the gracious spirit of God ? Was 
it merely to convince of sin, and not fully to 
save us from sin ? Merely to convince of right- 
eousness, and not to bring us to righteousness ? 
Merely to convince of judgment, and not to 
prepare us for judgment ? If, therefore, the 
grand object of the whole economy of grace 
be holiness, the conclusion follows, that it is 
the will of God, even our sanctification. 

And is not this equally clear from the prom- 
ises of God ? His proniisos secure it. To recite 
all the promises is not necessary. For the 
present purpose, the following heads of prom- 
ise will be sufficient. / will take away your 
heart of stone, and will give to you a heart of 
flesh, I will sprinkle clean water upon you and 
ye shall be clean, I will write my laws on the 
table of your heart , and^ ye shall keep them, and 
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do them, ail the days of your life. I will dwell 
in theniy and ujulk in them, and they shall be my 
people, and I ivill be their God, Does the Lord 
promise without any intention of performing 
his promises ? No one needs to be informed 
what these promises mean. But what the Lord 
has promised, it is His will to perform. He 
has o-iven us exceedina: great, and precious 
promises, because it is His will that we should 
be partakers of the divine nature. And having 
these promises, says the Apostle St. Paul, let 
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
the Lord. 

And finally, the will of God concerning the 
entire holiness of His people, is evident from 
their chartered privileges. The gospel charter 
jf rants it. They have the privilege of praying 
for it. Our Lord taught his disciples to pray, 
"deliver us from evil." This, surely, does not 
mean from evil in part, but from the whole of 
it. Our Lord, also, prayed for his disciples : 
"Sanctify them through Thy truth, Thy word 
is truth !" And have not all His disciples the 
privilege of offering up the same prayer for 
themselves ? And to mention no more clauses 
of the christian's charter, the Apostle St. Paul 
prayed for the Thessalonians : "The very God 
of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God 
your whole spirit, and soul, and body, be pre- 
served blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ. Faithful is He that calleth you, 
who also will do it." 

Has this charter been granted to believers, 
without any gracious purpose on the part of 
the ever blessed God, to afford the full benefit 
of it ? Surely not ! Hence, it is the will of 
God, even our sanctification. 



SECTION V. 

How holiness is obtained — A sense of need — A sight of the excel* 
lency of holiness — Desire of it — Willingness at the present 
time — Acceptance of holiness as the free gift of God. 



Having shewed the ground, in part, in, 
which the christian believer founds his hope 
of perfect holiness, it will now be in place, to 
answer the enquiries of sincere persons, who 
ask, how shall we obtain the blessing. 

Endeavour to feel your need of it. In order 
to this, reflect on a few of the offensive passa- 
ges which have polluted your religious life, 
A little reflection will lead you to conclude 
that you have sometimes felt unholy thoughts, 
desires, and affections arising within. These 
inward risings were known only to your own 
souls, and God, but offensive to divine purity. 
Further, a little reflection, will lead you t« 
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conclude, that you have sometimes felt a 
strangle irritability of spirit, which has broken 
out in bitter speeches, and unbecoming ac- 
tions. On these accounts you have often been 
in distress. Again, a little reflection, will 
probably bring the conclusion, that you have 
sometimes used guile and dissimulation 1 But 
what have these to do with the simplicity 
which is in Jesus ? A christian ought to have 
a window into his breast ! In short, a little 
reflection, will bring to remembrance many 
effects of the remains of an evil nature, since 
the memorable time when the Lord graciously 
pardoned your sins ! 



<*Show me as mj sonl can bear, 
The depth of inbred lin ( 

AH the unbelief declare, 
The pride that Inrks within ! " 



And what more than this is necessary to give 
you to feel your need of entire deliverance ? 

Consider, that this deliverence is one of the 
greatest blessings, which can be conferred 
upon you, on this side the grave ! This will 
destroy all vain imaginations that the Lord 
will be obliged to you for receiving it ; an 
imagination more common than many people 
are aware ; and which is so shameless that it 
is rarely disclosed by any who feel it. But 
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how great a hindrance is this to reception I 
Surely, the obligation belongs to him that 
gives, and not to him that receives ! Put away 
such vain imaginations as to suppose, that the 
Lord will be obliged to you for accepting de- 
liverance from all sin! 

Again, the consideration of perfect holiness 
being one of the greatest blessings to be ex- 
perienced in this present life, will induce an 
increasing desire, and willingness to receive it 
at the present time. Without this desire and 
willingness to receive it this moment, it is in 
vain for any one to profess a serious concern 
respecting it. 'Till a person is brought to this 
point of tcillingnesSy the blessing will never be 
received ! Many come within one step of the 
kingdom, and then they start back ! But they 
are frightened at their shadow ! The only 
plausible reason which can be assigned for 
fear of receiving the great blessing, is fear of 
losing it. But, surely, the means of keeping it, 
are as ample as the means of receiving it. And 
if indeed, it .should not be held fast, this does 
not destroy the means of recovering it. A 
person who has once experienced entire sanc- 
tification, will not be content to live long 
without it. if some temptalion, or unwatch- 
fulness surprise him, he will again fly to the 
blood, " which makes the wounded whole. " 
Fear, however of losing, inducing fear of re- 
ceiving, has prevented many sincere people 
from entering into the rest of holiness for 
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many years ! There is nothing more common, 
nothing more effectaal in general experience, 
as a barrier to the spiritual inheritance. 

Of all serious enquirers, it may therefore be 
asked : ''How is it likely the Almighty should 
communicate His richest blessings to those 
who are afraid of receiving them ?" The ex- 
hortation, therefore, follows : "Fear not." No 
starting back ! No putting off to some future 
time ! The language of the inmost soul must 
be: 

'^Gladly would I now be clean, 
Cleftoae me now from every on." 



And, then when they are brought to this, the 
last direction which is necessary is, to accept 
of the sanctifying grace, as the free gift of God 
through the atoning sacrifice. The same sac- 
rifice of the cross avails for purity, as for par- 
don. The same goodness of God bestows the 
second, as the first blessing. All is without 
money and without price ! This step taken, 
the kingdom opens to the believing soul 1 

Soon, therefore, as a justified person, who 
feels his need of entire holiness ; who desires 
it now as one of the greatest spiritual blessings 
he can experience ; and who casts himself on 
the mercy of God in Christ for sanctifying 
grace, as he did for pardoning mercy ; in that 
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day, he shall enter into the heritage of God ! 
The Lord will cut short His work, and make 
an end of sin ! Peace shall flow like a river ; 
righteousness abound as the waves of the sea ! 
Nowy therefore, is the accepted time ! Now, 
believe, and enter into rest ! 



"0 take this heart of stone away ! 

Thy sway it doth not, cannot own : 
In me no longer let it stby ; 

O take away this heart of stone !" 

**0 that I now fiom sin releas'd, 
Thy word may to the utmost prove ; 

Enter into the promised rest, 
The Canaan of thy love." 



SECTION VI. 

Sanctification a present salvation — Mercy of God the moving, 
caase — Procuring cause the sacrifice of the Cross — ^Efficient 
cause the influence of the Spirit— Salvation of God— Object- 
ions answered— Gradual work not slow — Maturation — V^e- 
tation — Fermentati<m — Ordinances necessary — Believing 
confidence of the blessing. 



After all that has been advanced in the 
preceding observations, the subject of entire 
sanctification cannot be pressed tQo much, fis 
a present saivatian. 
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Does any one object : "It is too great a bles- 
sing for me to expect at tbis very moment of 
time ? " But why is it too grecii a blessing ? 
Jt is of "His mercy be savetb nsl" If it were 
by works of vigbteousness ^liich were to be 
done, then it would require some length of 
time to perform them. But is it by works of 
righteousness ? Is it not of His mercy he sa- 
veth us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing^ of the Holy Ghost ? And will any 
one set bounds to the Divine mercy ? Will it 
be said, that mercy can freely pardon, but it 
cannot fully sanctify ? This would be io limit 
the Hol^ One of Israel ! Hence, the moving 
cause of our sanctification is as sufhcieni at 
this, as it will be at any future time : 

Besides, as the moving cause is the mercy of 
God, so the procuring cause of holiness is the 
sacrifice of the cross. The Lord Jesus Christ 
was set forlh as a propitiation for our sins ; 
that they might be forgiven ; and in Him was 
opened a fountain for sin and uncleanness. 
lience, as the procuring cause of this perfect 
holiness : "The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
us from all sin." And will any one set bounds 
to tbe virtue of the Redeemer's sacrifice ? Will 
any one say, that there will be more virtue 
in it just when a man is about to enter on an 
eternal state, than it has at this moment of 
time ? No, no, this will never do ! 
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** His blood can make the foulest dean, 
His blood aTails for me." 

And it is of as much virtue at the present time, 
as it ever will be ! 

In short, the efficient cause of perfect love, 
is the mighty energy of the Divine Spirit. All 
outward means are instrumental merely, and 
if the work of holiness is wrought in the heart 
the gracious spirit of God is the Workman. 
"Not by power, or by might, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord." And will any one set bounds 
to the energy of the Holy Spirit ? "Will any 
one suppose that the Holy Spirit will acquire > 
more strength v^hen a man is about to depart 
out of time ? Surely not i The blessed spirit 
which moved on the face of the waters in the 
first creation, will by His powerful influence 
in the heart of man, make all the beauties of 
a new creation rise ! Renewing the believing 
soul after the image of God, in righteousness, 
and true holiness ! 

As^his deeper work of grace is emphatically 
the salvation of God — as it is through the 
mercy of the Father — ^the sacrifice of Son — 
and the saving influence of the Spirit — it is a 
present salvation. "If thou canst believe thou 
shalt see the salvation of God 1 " The whole 
of the foregoing argument resolves itself into 
this simple question : Is entire holiness the 
salvation of uod ? If so, it is a present salva- 
tiom 
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"Well, but this view of entire sanctifi cation, 
is inconsistent with the doctrine of a gradual 
work of gfAce,** Not at all ! If there is any 
inconsistency apparent, it is to those mistaken 
views, which have been entertained respectin«^ 
the gradual work of entire sanctification. 

]t is said by the Apostle, that some people 
are ever learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth ; and from the o- 
pinions which have been entertained respect- 
ing the gradual work of grace, we might infer 
that a person may be always going on to per- 
fection, and never reach to it. It is admitted 
that there is a growth towards holiness, and a 
growth in holiness. But it is not true, that a 
person is growing towards holiness, in a 
straight forward course, for forty ot fifty 
years ! He may, too much, resemble the peo- 
ple of Israel after they had passed through the 
Red Sea. There may be a great many wind- 
ings, and doublings in his course ; and the 
Lord may exercise forbearance towards him, 
as he did towards Israel ; but if he had been 
faithful after he had first received pardon, he 
might have gone straight forward, and very 
soon entered the Is^nd of promise, the canaan 
of repose. Many pious persons when ther 
have experienced the inheritance of them that 
are sanctified, have deeply regretted that they 
should have continued so long at a distance 
from it. This is a regret, surely, which is not 
inconsistent with entire sanctification. The 
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writer of this is not a prophet, but he vetitures 
to predict, that if his reader presses forward 
to holiness and experiences it, he will regret 
that any time has been lost in so doinpf. 

But, to return, the gradual work of entire 
sanctifi cation, is not so slow a process, as 
some have imagined. Those figures of speech 
which have been used in sacred scripture, 
when taken altogether, sufficiently show, the 
quickness of the believer's advancement to- 
wards holiness ; when nothing is suffered to 
impede it. 

One figure of speech which is made use of 
in scripture on this subject, is taken from the 
maturation oftlie human subject. Hence, when 
a man is converted, he is "born of God." He 
i& a "babe in Christ." Then he is expected to 
grow up, into a "perfect man. " But does it 
require forty, or fifty years, to complete this 
process ? Is man forty or fifty years in coming 
to maturity ? This figure, therefore, makes 
but little for a slow process in sanctification. 

Another figure of speech is derived from the 
process oi vegetation. The seed is put into the 
ground, and springs up : first, the blade, then 
the ear, and then the ripe corn in the ear. But 
does it require forty, or fifty years to complete, 
this process ? What would become of the in- 
habitants of the earth if this were the case ? 

Again, the gradual work of grace in the 
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heart, has been compared to the process of 
fermentation, A little leaven, put into three 
measures of meal, which ferments and spreads 
'till the whole mass is leavened. But does 
it require forty, or fifty years to complete this 
process ? 

The doctrine of an instantaneous deliverance 
. from the evils of an unrenewed nature, is not 
built on the figurative language of scripture ; 
but the above passages, respecting the grad- 
ual work of grace, are all in favor of a speedy 
completion of it in the believing soul. It is a 
dangerous opinion to suppose that a person 
may be always growing towards perfect holi- 
ness, because many are thereby prevented 
from pressing into iU 

The only growing towards it, which is indis- 
pensible, is to feel our need of it ; to be alto- 
gether willing to receive it ; and to come to 
God through His Son for it, as we came at 
first for pardon. Hence, it is a present salva- 
tion. 

" Well, but this view of entire sanctification, 
renders unnecessary the ordinances of reli- 
gion." Certainly not ! These ordinances are 
necessary, in order to prepare us for the 
blessing. A suitable attendance on these or- 
dinances, will be followed with increasing 
discoveries, increasing desires and increasing 
efforts. 
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In the ordinances of God we shall discover 
more and more, the remaining^ evils of our 
nature, with increasing desires for deliverance, 
and increasing efforts to put off the old roan, 
and put on the new man. Further, in the or- 
dinances of God, we shall see more and more, 
the great mercy of God in providing the ^race 
of full salvation, with increasing desires for its 
accomplishment in us, and increasing efforts 
for its attainment by us. *' I shall be satisfied 
when I awake up with thy likeness, then shall 
I behold thy face in righteousness.'' In short, 
in the ordinances of God, we shall see more 
and more the easy conditions of perfect love, 
with increasing desires to experience its full 
measure, and increasing efforts to remove all 
that hinders the free course of its influence. 



"My ■oul breaks out in strong desire, 
The perfect bliss to prove, 

My longing soul is all on fire, 
To be dissolved in love." 



These ordinances will be necessary, not only 
to prepare us for the great salvation, but to 
obtain it. ** For all these things 1 will be en- 
quired of, that I may do them for you ; saith 
the Lord." They will be necessary also, as the 
means of holding fast whereunto we have at- 
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taineJ. And they will be forlber necessary, in 
order to our being strenglhened, slablished, 
and settled in the sanctifying grace of God. 
"Now the God of all grace, after tbat ye bave 
suffered awbile, make you perfect, stablish, 
strengtben, settle you," 

In these ordinances there will always be a 
present God, and where He is, there is a pre- 
sent salvation. Let the seeking soul say : 
" Behold God is my salvation.'* And, sorely, 
if God is our salvation it is a present salvation. 

Methinks, I bear the reader saying : *^ I have 
long been convinced of the necessity of a 
deeper work of grace. 1 have also said of per^ 
feet holiness : 



*I see firom far Uiy beaatcous light. 
Inly I sigh for thy repose.' 



But now I feel the word is nigh unto me, it 
is in ray mouth, and in my heart, even the word 
of faith, which is spoken to me. At this mo- 
ment I experience a peace that satisfies — a joy 
that transports — a hope that is full of glory ! 
'Bless the Lord, ! my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits : Who forgiveth all thine iniquit- 
ies ! who healeth all thy diseases !' 
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* 'Ti8 done at last, the proa.t deciding part. 

The world's subdu'd, and Thou hast all my heart ; 

It triumphs in the chang(> ! it fixes here! 

Nor needs another separation fear '. 

No various scenes to come, no change of place, 

Shall Thy lov'd image from my mind eflac ; 

Nor life, nor deatli, nor distant height abovi.>, 

Nor depth below, shall part me from Thy love' " 



it 



Happy are the people who are in such a 
case, yea, happy are the people whose God is 
the Lord." 



SECTION VII. 

Inferences — Sanctification a gracious work of God — Outward 
means — Afflictions — Subjects of entire holiness enjoy a previ- 
ous peace with God — Saucdfication entire in its influence — 
Admits of increase— Affords instruction respecting future 
glory — Knowledge— Holiness— Happiness of Heaven — Excel- 
lency of Christiaa knowledge— Holiness and happiness in tlie 
present state. 



From the whole of what has been said, we 
may observe, that the experience of the bless- 
ing of entire sanctification, is the effect of a 
graciotis work of God. Hence, the Apostle : 
"The very God of peace sanctify you wholly.*' 
Whatever may be the instrumental causes cm- 
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ploji^d, the efficient cause is the Divine Spirit ; 
whose grafious influences are procured by the 
great atoning sacrifice. Hence this blessing 
is !u>nietimes ascribed to the precious blood of 
Otirist, and somedmes to the inflnence of the 
blessed spirit. 

It is not necessary to enumerate all the out- 
teard means of entire holiness, but it should 
Ih- remembered that in reading and hearing 
the word of God, and in meditating therein, 
people who are sincerely and earnestly in- 
ijiiiring'; will see the beauty of holiness, desire 
it, long: after it, hungfer and thirst for it. 
"Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, they shall be filled." Hence in 
the way of preparation, at least, they will be 
snnrtified through the truth. The word of 
God is truth. 

Sometimes, when there is not so cordial an 
Acceptance of the sanctifying grace as is desi- 
rable, the Almighty is obliged, as it were, to 
put His ehildren into the furnace of affliction. 
It is not for His pleasure that He afflicts, but 
" for iinr profit ; that we may be partakers of 

)sen thee in the 
y is the man who 
of affliction, as 
"Blessed is the 
t, O Lord, and 
hat Thou mayest 
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give him rest from the days of adversity." 
But whatever may the instrumentality, the 
sanctifying process in the heart of man is the 
blessed work of God. No person can read and 
hear the word of God, or meditate therein to 
sanctifying purposes, without the Spirit's in- 
fluence. Affliction has no sanctifying use, 
without the Spirit's influence. Affliction in 
itself will not soften, but rather harden the 
unyielding clay. ** The God of peace Himself 
sanctify you wholly." 

As the perfection of this work, in the heart 
of man, implies no contradiction to any of the 
moral excellencies of the Divine Nature, but, 
on the contrary is declarative ^f them all ; it 
admits of speedy completion. Perfection con- 
stitutes the beauty of all the works of God. 
Let us look at the great work of creation. "He 
commanded and it stood fast, He spake and it 
was done." Man's offence, it is true, has in- 
troduced disorder into that department of it, 
which is philosophically denominated th(3 
globe ; yet after all, it would be very difficult 
to point out any part of the creation of God, 
which is not calculated to answer some ob- 
viously wise and useful purpos^e. If it should 
be sometimes said by scepticism : 

**The world seems oddly made, 
And every thing amiss — " 

A sound philosophy, so far as it can r- 
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A|^ain, we observe, that those persons are 
the onfi/ proper subjects of entire sanctifica- 
lion, who can look up to God as a God of 
peace, fle has made peace by the blood of 
the cross, arid has sent a message of peace to 
all men. True believers have cordially accept- 
* ed of it ; their sins are pardoned ; they have 
peace with God. They are in the same state 
of acceptance with God as to their persons, 
their prayers, their services, as if they had not 
offended against Him ; with this only except- 
ion — *he, time that has been spent in sin is lost 
for ever! — This apart, they have the same 
enjoyment of the blessing's of grace, and pri- 
vileges of the covenant, as if they bad lived a 
life of innocence. This is the happy state of 
justification. "Blessed are they whose iniqui- 
ties are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 
Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not 
impute sin." " They are justified by faith, 
and have peace with God." They can look 
up to Him as a God of peace, for the full 
measure of His sanctifying grace. 

This grace is entire in its influence. The 
Apostle prays : "that the whole spirit and soul 
and body he preserved blameless. " This 
implies that they are made blameless by a pre- 
vious sanctifi cation ; otherwise, there would 
be no propriety in praying that they may be 
preserved blameless. Under the influence of 
this grace, the whole man will be " washed " 
from sinful defilement, and all his powers 
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consecrated to holy purposes. All the spiritual 
powers of will, understanding, memory, con- 
science, will be " purified,*' and consecrated 
to holy uses. All the passions and appetites 
of the soul will be "purged," and pointed to 
their proper objects. As love and hatred, de- 
sire and aversion, hope and fear, joy and 
sorrow. All the faculties of the body will be 
instruments of righteousness to God. The eyes 
no longer beholding vanity, will be gazing on 
the sacred pages, or with admiration on the 
external symbols of His eternal power and 
Godhead. The ears, no longer open to vain 
conversation, will be nailed to wisdom's door 
posts, listening to the lessons of divine grace. 
The hands will be employed in providing things 
necessary to life and godliness. The feet will 
travel on errands of mercy and love. All the 
fruit will be unto holiness, and the end ever- 
lasting life. It hinders not this, that people 
must attend on things of a domestic and secular 
nature. In attending to these things, persons 
may be as much accepted of God, as when they 
are engaged in religious duties. It is the sanc- 
tifying grace which makes every thing like 
gold tried in the fire. 

From this view, some would be at a loss to 
perceive how this entire sanctiti cation admits 
of increase. This difficulty will be easily ob- 
viated by considering that degrees of holiness 
must always bear a proportion to degrees of 
christian knowledge. The more correct and 
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comprehensive a person's knowledg^e may be 
in this respect, the higher degrees of holiness 
may be possessed. Hence the exhortation will 
always apply : ** Grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." Now, as there may always be a 
growing in this knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour, so there may always be a growing in 
that love which is suitable to this increasing 
knowledge. And what is this but a growing 
in the strength and beauty of holiness ? There 
is no room, therefore, for any relaxation in 
' desire, pursuit, or effort, '' to increase with all 
the increase God. " Who can tell what this 
increase means ? 

If there be any truth in the doctrine of entire 
holiness, considered in all its bearings; it sug- 
gests some instruction in reference to a state 
of perfect felicity. 

The knowledge of a true christian is as 
correct in the present state, as it will be in the 
heavenly state ; but in heaven it will be more 
comprehensive. *^What thou kuowest not now, 
thou shalt know hereafter. " But christian 
knowledge is correct in the present state. "We 
have an unction from the Holy One and know 
all things." Eternity will not correct, but 
only increase our knowledge. Serious indeed 
would it be, for the true christian to find him- 
self under any mistake, when he enters the 
-^al world ! Will he then find it out, that 
not the will of God, even his entire 
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sanctifi cation ? That he was mistaken in seek- 
ing it as the fruit of the Father's mercy, of the 
Son's sacrifice, and of the Spirit's influence ? 
Will he find himself wrong in having accepted 
of it as a present salvation ? No such thing. 
Even in this life we may know all things 
which make Jbr our eternal peace 1 Hence 
fear is excluded by perfect love. 

The holiness of a true christian is the same in 
the present state as it will be in the heavenly 
state, the only difference in the main, will be 
in degree and firmness. In heaven there will 
not only be freedom from sinful defilement, 
but there will be no capability of defilement. 
Sin and temptation can never enter into 
heaven ! But christian holiness is perfect in 
its nature in the present state. 

The happiness of a true christian is the same 
in the present state as it will be in the heavenly 
state, differing only as holiness, in degree and 
permanency. His enjoyment here is a taste, 
in heaven it will be fulness ! — Here it is the 
first fruits, in heaven it will be the gprand har- 
vest ! His rest will never be molested by 
trouble — his portion will never be alienated 
by misconduct — his inheritance will never be 
invaded by enemies — ^his felicity will never be 
destroyed by death ! "There is no more death, 
and the former things are done away." But 
let it be remembered that the happiness of a 
christian is the same in its nature in this world, 
as it will be in heaven. Whatever constitutes 
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his highest happiness here, will only be per- 
fected and perpetuated there ! 

How does all this set forth the excellency of 
christian knowledge, holiness, and happiness ! 
How earnestly should these attainments be 
desired ! How diligently should they be pur- 
sued i Is it any matter of surprise that the 
Apostle should say : *' Forgetting the things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, I press towards 
the mark, for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.". — Exhorting others at 
the same time : "Let us, therefore, as many as 
be perfect be thus minded." — Praying for his 
pious countrymen : " Now the God of peace 
that brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus that great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do 
His will, working in you that which is well 
pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ ; 
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen." 



SECTION VIII. 

Amiasibility of holinesB, but no distressing fear in love-^Prime 
agent of evil — Suggestions — Danger of self complacency — 
Of inordinate affection — Of general unwatchfuluess. 



From what is stated, in a subsequent part of 
section, the conclusion cannot be avoided, 
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that holiness is not inamissible. And yet we 
have seen in preceding intimation, that there 
is no fear in love. If this needeth confirma- 
lion, we shall find it in the testimony of the 
inspired Apostle : " Perfect love casteth out 
fear ; because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love." What 
has perfect love to fear from the messenger of 
justice ? It is true, he comes, clothed with "a 
^rf^"/* authority," bearing his insignia of office ; 
but can he disturb the repose of perfect love ? 
With undissembled pity for the sinful children 
of the dust ; it is admitted, that the sting of 
this messenger, is usually filled with more 
than mortal poison. Hence the wicked man 
who, for one moment thinks on death ; cannot 
bear his own reflections ! Hut can this mes- 
senger touch the vitals of perfect love ? Can 
he infuse any deadly poison into her pure and 
peaceful conscience ? " The sting of death is 
sin, and ^the strength of sin is the " violated 
Vlaw:" but the blood of Jesus "cleanseth from 
all sin," and all the law is fulfilled in this one 
word — love." Hence, being made free^from 
sin, we have our fruit unto holiness, and the 
end everlasting life ! Hence the messenger of 
justice, will be also a messenger of love. He 
will only cause us to pass from a narrow and 
gloomy apartment of our Father's house, to 
one more commodious and lightsome. He will 
only take us from a flimsy cottage in the r" 
derness, to a house not made with b 
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eternal in the heavens. He will only deliver 
us from ft prison of clay, to introduce us to a 
palace of glory ! And what has perfect love 
(o fear, from any unwelcome discoveries in 
the eternal world f That unwelcome discover- 
ies nill be made in the eternal world, admits 
of DO question ! Unwelcome discoveries re- 
speclin^ the emptiness of riches, honours, and 



poor and miserable indeed in that world ; 
having possest all these, and has not been 
rich towards God ! Unwelcome discoveries 
respecting; the ^«ni?ni/ deceptivness of a death- 
bed repentance I Many, it is to be feared, 
who were professedly penitent on a bed of 
aicknesa, and encouraged to hope for heaven, 
will find they must depart to hell ! Unwelcome 
discoveries respecting the insufficiency of 
mere external religion ! Extt^mals are excel- 
lent when they further the purpose of saving 
experience ; but if they leave us short of this 
purpose, they will be of little service in the 
final state ! — they will leave us short of hea- 
ven ! But does theelernal world treasure up 
any of these unwelcome discoveries for perfect 
love ? Will she discover that her faith has 
been a fiction ? — Faith by which she has re- 
in and holiness ? Will she discover 
rsuit of the riches of grace, the 
.ng from above, and the pleasure 
oyed in the presence of God, has 
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been altogether thriftless and unprofitable ? 
Will she discover that her tender sensibility — 
her spotless purity — ^her supreme love to God 
* — her sympathy for sufferings humanity — her 
self disesteem — ^her entire submission to the 
Divine will— her gentleness — her patience— 
have been worthless and unacceptable ? So 
far from this, all these being fruits of perfect 
grace, will be found unto praise, and honour 
and glory ! The knowledge of God and of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, will be unto eternal life ? 
And what appalling terrors does the final 
judgment display to perfect love ? It is true, 
the circumstances of this judgment will be 
most solemn and imposing ! To the wicked 
tremendously overwhelming ! — the thought of 
which may excite the tenderest commissera- 
tion ! The earth shall quake to her centre, 
reel from her orbit, and dissolve to atoms ! 
Men's hearts shall fail them, for fear of those 
things which are come upon the earth, and for 
the signs now appearing in the heavens ! The 
sun darkening and the moon wearing a hectic 
hue ! The stars falling, as a fig tree casts her 
untimely figs, when shaken of a mighty wind ! 
The heavens passing away ! The son of man 
appearing in His glory ! and all nations 
gathering before Him ! 



**Every (*ye shall now behold Him, 
Rob'd in dreadful miyesty ; 
F 



i 
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Those, who set at nought and sold Him, 

Pierc'd and nail'd Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing ; ahall the true Meaaiah see !" 



But has perfect love set Him at noug^ht, and 
sold Him ? Has she pierced ; and nailed Him 
to the tree ? No, rather she has grieved with 
Him, and followed Him weeping to calvary I 
" YJ? now have sorrow" said our Saviour, **but 
I will seeyou agai% 8c your hearts shall rejoice.** 
Hence, what is there in all these grand events 
appalling to perfect love ? She looks forward 
to the coming of the Lord Jesus, not with 
trembling, but with joyous anticipation. 
** When He shall be glorified in His saints, 
and admired in all them that believe !" "Here- 
in is our love made perfect that we may have 
boldness \A the day of judgment ; because as 
He is so are we in this world." 

Nor is it possible for perfect love to be tor- 
mented with fear, as it regards the exercises of 
this life. "Ye are of God, little children, and 
have overcome them ; because greater is He 
that is in you, than he that is in the world. " 
Tormenting fear y however is essentially differ- 
ent from christian caution. This, is conserva- 
tive of holiness ; that, is inconsistent with 
perfect love. Hence our Blessed Lord : "What 
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1 say unto one, I say tinto all, watch," Hence 
the intimation of wisdom : '^ Blessed is the 
man that feareth always." 

The doctrine of the inamissibility of 
grace is so unsupported by Holy Scripture, 
and so dangerous in its consequences, that it is 
utterly surprising it should ever have found 
patrons among professedly christian people. 
**Once in grace and always in grace;" is a 
doctrine, equally dangerous and untrue ! If a 
man cannot fall from grace, he is no longer in 
a probationary state. He may say : *'I am safe, 
1 may live without care!" 

If, however, this doctrine of inamissible 
grace may be tested by Holy Scripture, it will 
be found untenable. Why does the Scripture 
admonish of danger, if it has no existence? 
Why exhort to fight, ^if there be no danger of 
inglorious defeat ? Why exhort to run, if 
there be no danger of losing the prize ? And 
why exhort to fear, if there be no danger of 
of coming short of the promise ? Did any of 
the Scripture worthies give way to temptation ? 
Were they supine in difficulty ; careless in 
danger ; or cowardly in combat ? Then, it is 
f.tithfully written for our admonition. It is held 
up as a tlaniing beacon, to be seen through all 
distance of time ! Besides, the highest order 
of created intelligences k^p^ not their first es- 
tate ! They fell from it ! They are held in 
unbroken chains of darkness ; reserved to the 
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j udgment of the great day ! The holy state of 
man in paradise admits of no question. But, 
unhappily he fell from it ! There was a breach 
in his obedience! He was stript of the enga- 
ging charms of holiness ! He was plunged into 
sin and misery ! How striking is the figura- 
tive language of the Prophet : ** Howl ye fir 
trees ! for the cedars are shaken, yea they are 
fallen!" Zech. 11.2. 

In the case of a natural man ; according to 
our Lord's doctrine, defilement comes from 
"within, '* Prom the corrupt fountain of the 
heart proceeds every deadly sin ! Mark 7. 21. 
But in the case of those perfected in love, it 
comes from without. And whatever may be 
the cause of danger, the prime agent of evil is 
**the wicked one." The intellectual greatness 
of this enemy, renders him truly formidable ! 
He has also had the experience of six thousand 
years ! His wiles, therefore, are truly serpen- 
tine ! His malignity, besides, is equal to his 
wisdom ! and his perseverance would do honour 
to the best of services. This enemy will en- 
deavour by all outward means to " touch " the 
holy soul, and whenever he shall touch, in that 
moment, defilement will ensue. This defilement 
will burn, and fret, and spread, and prevail 
like the leprosy, 'till every part of the subject 
is defiled ; if not prevented by fresh influences 
of Divine grace. This enemy will so suit his 
temptations to time and circumstances, that it 
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is difficult to point out his unvarying line of 
policy. The following will generally be adopt- 
ed by him. He will endeavour to make his 
suggestions appear like our own thoughts. 

Here, it may be inquired, what were his 
suggestions when we first received forgiveness 
of sins > He then suggested : *'l t is a mistake. 
It is a deception. The Lord has not pardoned 
my sins. ** It was with continued actings §f 
faith ; it was with great strugglings of soul ; 
that we held this beginning of our confidence. 
The Lord graciously accompanied this exer- 
cise of confidence with preventing grace, and 
intimations of acceptance. It is reasonable to 
suppose that suggestions of a similar nature 
will be common to those perfected in love. 
It will be said by the persevering enemy : ''It 
is a mistake. It is a deception. The Lord has 
not communicated His sanctifying grace." It 
is therefore with continued actings of faith ; 
with suitable strugglings of soul ; that persons 
retain their confidence of perfect love. Ever 
remembering that the Lord will not fail to 
shine, by His Spirit on the work of His grace. 

The natural man is under the entire influence 
of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 
Nor is it impossible for those who have been 
brought to a full enjoyment of God, to become 
subject in some measure to unbelief, through 
evil suggestions. This is no trifling oflence ! 
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It grieves the Holy Spirit ! It brings defile- 
ment ! It occasions departure from God. O ! 
how injurious are evil reasonings ! How many 
have suffered loss through evil reasons ! "Re- 
sist tlie Devil and he will flee from you. Draw 
nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you. 
Cast not away your confidence." 

Again, the enemy will endeavour to cause 
%filement, by means of self-complacency. 
Persons who experience the sanctifying grace, 
enjoy a higher and happier state, than when 
they were first pardoned. They have more 
settled peace — more spirituality in religious 
duties — greater preparedness for every good 
word and work. In comparing their past and 
present state ; their experience with the expe- 
. rience of christian people in general ; is there 
no danger of self-complacency ? Nor of any 
touch of spiritual pride? Now where any 
thing of this nature takes place, defilement 
must ensue. It is true, the grace of perfect 
holiness is never the source of self-complacen- 
cy. ; but accompanied as it invariably is, with 
gifts of " utterance ; " is there no danger of 
self-esteem, a rising from its outward *'riches?'* 

Nor less will the enemy seek to cast down 
by means of inordinate afiection. Persons who 
enjoy true holiness, " love the salvation of 
God." They feel a peculiar attachment to 
those who experience it ; themselves possest 
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of the same blessing"* Their company afforch 
them pleasure. Their conversation delights. 
It is a matter of regret when this conversation 
is interrupted. Separation is somewhat pain- 
ful. Is there no danger lest undue attachment 
should take place ?*-^Lest spiritual affections 
should degenerate into grovelling sensibilities? 
In this case defilement will ensue. The out- 
wardness of dansrer is still obvious. Throuofh 
the eye of sense, a deadly poison may be con- 
veyed to the inwardness of perfect love. "Keep 
Ihy heart with all diligence." 
The enemy will endeavour to injure by means 
of general unwatchfulness. In the highest 
state of grace, there will be the same, or rather 
peculiar trials and exercises, as in the first 
stage of christian experience. The same trials 
in domestic life — the same trials from chris- 
tian people — the same trials from men — the 
same trials in the affairs of the church — the 
same trials in worldly business. If in a moment 
of unwatchfulness there should be any depar- 
ture from " the meekness and gentleness " of 
Christ — any want of christian kindness^-— any 
defect of forbearance or forgiveness— an}*^ self 
will — or any peculation : then defilement will 
ensue. 

Besides all this, consider the frailties of the 
body^ even in the meridian glory of a spiritual 
state ! These frailties, innocent in themselves, 
through the stratagems of a subtle foe, may be 
the occasion of stumbling in the dust, Sensu- 



56 POPULAR ESSAY ON 

ality is the nearest, and probably the most 
deadly foe to perfect love. If the ear should 
be tempted through impure discourse — if the 
eye should be fascinated by polluted objects — 
if the mouth should be allured by the intoxi- 
cating potion — if the hand should touch the 
thing UQclean : there must be consequent poU 
lution. 

Nothing of all this is necessary. "Thou hast 
a few names even in Sardis which have not yet 
defiled their garments ; and they shall walk 
with Me in white : for they are worthy." In. 
all cases, when the enemy has gained the ad- 
vantage ; happy are they who reason noty but, 
with hearts penetrated with griej^ and shame^ 
flv to that " blood which makes the wounded 
whole." 



** For ever here n:^ rest shall be, 
Close to thy bleeding aide ; 
This all my hope, and all my plcft. 
For me the Saviour died !'' 

"My dying Saviour, aad my God, 

Fountain for guilt and sin, 
Sprinkle me ever with thy blood, 

And cleanse and keep me clean."^ 

But let it be remembered that the same 
gracious Redeemer who ^saves them to the 
tttteimost^ that come to God by Him ;" re- 
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quires all who are thus saved, to *^ watch and 
pray that they enter not into temptation." Oh! 
let them set a double g^ard at what they know 
to be the weakest point of access. Every holy 
soul knows where that point is, and the enemy 
knows it as well 1 Let this double watch be 
accompanied with a general vigilance. Then 
by the grace of God there will be no surprise 
under sudden and unexpected exercise. Wily 
suggestions shall not shake their confidence ; 
the foot of pride shall not come against them ; 
and the Lord Jesus shall dwell in their entire 
affections, ''being rooted and grounded in 
love." 



SECTION IX. 

Faith-^ExperieDoe — Growing in knowledge — Mystery of the cross 
•—Redeeming lore— Moral excellencies of the Lord Jesus — 
Growing in grace — in foith and love. 



We have seen how essential is the continued 
exercise of a suitable faiths together with 
watchfulness; in order to a continuance in the 
great salvation of God. This faith shuts not 
out of its cognizance the main preceding steps 
of the christian life. Just let us ask those who 
are perfected in love, to tell us somewhat of 
their present experience. With the exception 
of unimportant minutia, they would tell us that 
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they remember with solemn emotion, a season 
of powerful and painful conviction of sin. 
Conviction of its heinous nature ; its deep ma- 
]i<|^nity ; its g^rievous offensivcness to God ! — 
'He cannot look uponsin!' — Conviction of its 
dangerous consequences, ahd final destruc- 
tiveness, without the intervention of pardon ! 
I'his was a season of deep sorrow ! They laid 
their mouths in the dust if so there might be 
hope ! They sorrowed to repentance. They 
remember also the time when they first obtain- 
ed fuint discoveries of the way of acceptance 
with God. When they were brought to see 
that the atonement of the Cross, was a sacri- 
fice to divine justice, that so there might be a 
free exercise of mercy and grace to poor 
^wretched man ! Under these views, they re- 
member that believing ac/,by which they rested 
their souls on Christ, or on the mercy of God 
through Christ; and by virtue of which, their 
sins were forgiven them, and they were recon- 
ciled to the favour of God. They have, also, 
an affecting remembrance of their great per- 
verseness, since they knew something of the 
Divine goodness. But the recollection of their 
tmfte/i^ particularly grieves them ! They see 
that the Lord has been watching over their 
poor distempered souls ; waiting to work in 
them a perfect cure ! with all the anxiety of 
parental tenderness ! But, they have suffesed 
unbelief to obscure their views of the evil of 
sin ; to abate their desires after holiness ; to fill 
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them with fear of receiving the abundant 
grace of God, lest they should not keep it. In 
short, they see that unbelief has been the main 
source of all the evil which has tarnished their 
christian life. But now it is their sincere and 
honest desire, that no thought may remain in 
their heart which is displeasing to God. Now 
they exercise a sure trust and confidence- in 
the mercy of God through Christ, for the con- 
tinuance of their first pardon ; for the forgive- 
ness of all their perverseness ; and for that 
all-sufficient grace which saves from sin. 
Now they feel nothing in their heart contrary 
to pure love. Now, therefore, love is perfect 
according to knowledge. And if in any future 
occurrence, increasing knowledge should dis- 
cover to them, that they *'are otherwise mind- 
ed, " than as love disposes ; the grace of God 
shall be sufficient for this also. But, Jbr the 
present : 

No cares of life Uieir thoughts molest, 
No sorrow tears their anxious breast ; 

No present ill disturbs their joy, 
No boding fears their peace destroy! 



Oh ! how they desire to offer to God their 
abundance of praises for having provided in 
His only Son, a present, ^Jree, and a full sal- 
vation—their abundance of thanksgivings for 
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being brought into the depths of humble love ; 
their abundance of joyous feelings for the in- 
timate relationship in which they now stand to 
Him ! enabling them to say : " My God, and 
my all ! whom have I in heaven but Thee, «ind 
there is none upon earth that I desire besides 
Thee V: 

Such is the happy state of those perfected in 
love. This state is figuratively spoken of in 
the Revelations, as a "white stone" given, 
"and in the stone a new name written, which 
no man knotceih, saving he that receiveth it. 
He that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he 
himself is judged of no man.*' 

The following observations are with great 
deference submitted to the spiritual man. We 
trust, " we speak wisdom among them that are 
perfect, " but, who are still under ZHvine in- 
struction. We would also stir up their "pure 
minds by way of remembrance of these things, 
though they know them." They are still in 
the school of Christ. Knowledge received 
under His tuition, is called His knowledge, 
because He communicates it. Hence, "grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

This growing in knowledge refers to the 
mystery of the Cross » This is "the wisdom of 
God in a mystery." The cross of the Lord 
Jesus reflects light on the grand original pro^ 
mise / The promise of the conquering seed of 
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the woman ! How are we to understand this 
promise except by means of the Redeemer's 
cross ? In that cross we see how the serpent's 
head was terribly and fa tail v bruised ! How 
the enemies of man's salvation were overcome! 
He bled, 'tis true, but it was the blood of con- 
quest ! "He spoiled principalities and powers 
and made a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them in it I" The Redeemer's cross re- 
flects litrht on the sacrifices of the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation, especially on the annual 
atonement. When the High Priest entered 
into the Holy of Holies with the blood of sac- 
rifice ; the thousands of Israel trembling lest 
their High Priest should not meet with ac- 
ceptance ; rejoicing when he made his appear- 
ance, and lifted up his hands and blessed them. 
So the Lord Jesus, with his own blood passed 
into the heavens, to appear in the presence of 
Grod for us ; and returns in the power of His 
Spirit to bless the people with salvation, and 
o turn every one away from his iniquities. 
The Redeemer's cross reflects light on pro- 
}hetic intbiuuions. They spake beforehand of 
he suflerings of Christ, and the glory which 
should follow. Glory was to follow suffering; 
suffering was to go before. It was written, and 
herefore it behoved Him to sufl^(^r, and rise 
from the dead, that repentance and salvation 
should be preached in His name among all 
nations beginning at Jerusalem. All that is 
said of Him in th4»w'ritings of Moses, — in the 
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Psalms, and in the Prophets, have their main 
accomplishment in His suffering cross. It was 
of these writings our Saviour spake when He 
said : " Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life, and they are they 
that testify of me.'* A perfect man may also 
search them, to increase in the knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus. If we would see how the diffi- 
culties of man's salvation are surmounted, let 
us go to Calvary. The claims of that justice 
which has been offended — the honour of that 
government which has been insulted — the e- 
quity of that law which has beeYi violated — 
may be considered as difficulties in the way of 
saving man. If it were supposed that man 
might be saved on the broad principle of 
mercy, — then what redress would there be to 
violated law, insulted government, and offend- 
ed justice ? Satisfaction for man's sin can only 
be in the way of sacrifice ! And what sacrifice 
is sufficient for this purpose except the sacri- 
fice of the cross ? In the way of saving man 
by the cross ; "Mercy and truth meet together, 
righteousness and peace embrace each other !" 
If we would see the heinous nature of sin — the 
tremendousness of human guilt — the terrible- 
ness of Divine wrath against all unrighteous- 
ness — ^let us go to Calvary ! In short, there is 
no doctrine of Divine revelation, the knowledge 
of which concerns the final peace of the Saints, 
but it may be understood with most correct^ 
nessy and with most effect thfough the medium* 
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of the cross ! And if all the doctrines of Divine 
revelation are to be viewed thro* the medium 
of the cross, what a field of knowledge does 
this open ! It was therefore the resolution of 
a perfect man : " not to know any thing save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified/' He knew 
something, and He was persuaded he could 
never have too much of this knowledge. Let 
the perfect grow in this knowledge. 

This growing in the knowledge of Christ 
refers also to His redeeming love. Our Lord 
assured Nicodemus, and in him all men, that 
^'God^so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son.*' To this it may be added, 
that the Lord Jesus so loved the world as to 
give Himself "a ransom for alL" The redeem- 
ing love of Jesus, however, is not to be confi- 
ned to His atoning sacrifice. Did His love 
expire with Him when Ele expired on the 
Cross ? Did he not take this love to man with 
Him when He ascended into heaven ? Is He 
not now as willing to save man as when he 
suffered for his sins ? Does He send any away 
that come to Him ? — He will in no wise cast 
them out. -Look at the pastoral care He exer- 
cises over His disciples. He is the Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls. He instructs them as they 
can bear, in things spiritual and divine. He 
seals pardon on some of their trembling wound- 
od consciences ! — others he cleanses from the 
foul leprosy of sin ! — for all He provides the 
nit^ans of defence from the power of their ene« 
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mies. It is the purpose of His love to bring us 
to dwell with Him in His Father's House. *4n 
my Father '-« house are many mansions, I go to 
prepare a place for you, that where 1 am there 
my servants may be also ! " Let the perfect 
increase in the knowledge of His love, for it 
^'passeth*' all their present knowledge ! To 
meditate on His love will always have a 
quickening influence. 
Growing in the knowledge of *^our Lord and 
Saviour," refers also, to His morcU excellent 
cies. We speak of those moral excellencies 
which belong to His human nature, not to His 
Divine perfections. In His moral excellencies 
He is an example to all men. In His truth and 
uprightness — ^There was no deceit in His heart, 
No guile ever proceeded out of His mouth. 
There was no thought within, for which He 
sought concealment. He was fraudless, honest, 
simple, and sincere ! — ^'^ Which of you. convin- 
ce th me of sin ?" In His meekness and gentle^ 
ness : — Oh 1 how meekly did He carry Himself 
towards His cotemporaries ! When they sought 
to inflict on Him the heaviest strokes of human 
vengeance, to throw Him headlong down some 
terrible precipice. He meekly removed Himself 
to a distance ! When the Samaritans slighted 
Him, and His disciples in their noviciate asked 
if they might call for fire from heaven, He re- 
proved their indiscreetness ! When He was 
reviled He reviled not again. When He was 
accused He answered not. When He was con- 
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demned He complained not. When He was 
clothed with mock royalty, spitten on, insulted 
under His dying agonies, He still exercised 
meekness and gentleness. — "We beseech you 
by the meekness and gentleness of Christ.'* 
In His sympathy and condolence : — How did 
He sympathyse with the people under their 
physical and moral destitution ! He was grie- 
ved for the multitude because they were with- 
out a Shepherd's care ! " I have compassion 
on them" he said, "because they are as sheep 
having no shepherd." He restored their want- 
ed faculties, and, fed them by thousands at a 
time ! He wept at the grave of Lazarus ! 
Towards Martha and Mary he exercised the 
kindest condolence, and to others in like cir-< 
cumstances. When the pious females followed 
Him weeping to Calvary, He seemed to forget 
His own sufferings in observing their sympa- 
thies. — He turned round and said to them^: 
"Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me but 
yourselves and your children. " One of His 
last acts was an act of condolence ; when He 
commended one whose heart was torn with 
grief, to the care of His faithful disciple ! — say- 
ing to him : "Behold thy mother !" 

In following this part of His example, let all 
men learn to give bread to the hungry, and 
drink to the thirsty — to clothe the naked — to 
visit the sick — to comfort the persecuted — ^re- 
membering it will be said : " Inasmuch as ye 
did it to the least of these my brethren, ye did 
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it unto Die !" 

In Hi& resignation and patience : — There was 
great resignation in His doing the will of God. 
In order to do the will of God he must assume 
the nature of man. He must submit to priva* 
tions, surmount difficulties, encounter enemies^ 
In His infancy He was an outcast from the 
heritage of God, a fugitive in the land of 
Egypt. During EI is subjection to His parents^ 
He earned His bread with the sweat of His 
face. In his public ministry he had to travel 
from place to place,-^toiling, sweating, and 
weary, having scarcely time to recruit the ex- 
hausted resources of nature ! But he said, "I 
delight to do thy will O! My God!" There was 
still greater resis^nation in suffering the will 
of God. After the last supper, when he had 
sung a hymn with his disciples, he went to his 
favourite spot in the garden of Gethsemane.— 
There he began to be exceeding sorrowful 
even unto death 1 So terrible was the conflict 
he now endured, that blood mingling with the 
perspiration fell in large drops to the ground 1 
His weak humanity said, ''If it be possible let 
this cup pass away ;" but resignation said, 
*'Not Aly will, but thine be done.*'. When one 
of his disciples struck off the ear of one of the 
High Priests' servants ; he turned and said to 
him : " The cup which My Father giveth Me 
shall I not drink it ?" Under the hidings of 
his Father's face, he still acknowledged him ! 
*« My God My God. " — « Though Thou slay 



E?9TIRE SANCTIFICATION. 07 

me, yet will I resign to Thee." Nor was there 
merely resignation, but also patience under 
unshared sufferings. Though sufferings have 
a tendency to make people irritable, there was 
no irritation in him. When he came to his 
disciples in the garden and found them sleep- 
ing, though the earth had been groaning under 
the weight of his agony ; he had a kind excuse 
for them : *^ Xhe Spirit indeed is willing, but 
the flesh is weak." When he was buffeted, 
smitten, scourged till the ^^ploughers" made 
deep furrows, — no impatience ! When the 
sharp thorns pierced his temples — when the 
cruel cross absorbed his blood— when the 
rough unpolished nails entered into his hands 
and his feet— <his whole capability of physical 
suffering thus concentrated,— no impatience ! 
*' How was he led as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb ; so 
he opened not his mouth ! " And what shall 
we say, for the time would fail us ; of his deep 
seriousness, which was never sullied by levity 
— of his extraordinary devotion, spending 
whole nights in prayer — of his lowliness of 
heart, washing his disciples feet — of his un« 
bending faithfulness, reproving the hypocrisy 
and worldliness of a mere outward sanctity— 
of hu zoal for the house of God— and of his 
perseverance through unparalleled difficulties! 
In all his moral excellencies he is not only an 
example to all men, but also to the perfect, 

H 
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Does it imply any paradox to say, that as 
the perfect grow in the Jcmwledee of this moral 
excellency, so fhey may grow in a conformity 
to it ? Does it imply any paradox to say, that 
the perfect may study the richness of I heir Lord 
and Saviour's moral excellencies ; and the 
wisdom with which he displayed them on all 
occasions, and thereby grow up into him in 
all things ? 

But the perfect may not only be exhorted to 
grow in knowledge, but also in grace. Before 
we enter particularly into this point, let us 
enquire what is to be understood by grace ? 
By grace, we sometimes understand the infla« 
ences of the Spirit of Grace — sometimes the 
Divine complacency — and sometimes the ef- 
feds of grace in the exercise of faith and love. 
In each of the above, the perfect may grow in 
grace. The Lord Jesus Christ has received 
the "Spirit without measure," and it would be 
difficult to fix any Ihuitation to that measure 
of influence, which he will grant to his faith- 
ful people. Under this influence, the more 
they drink into the spirit of holiness, the more 
they will rise in the Divine complacency. 
And as to the particular effects of grace, faith 
and love, — these may always be strengthened 
and increase. 

If holiness might be personified and descri- 
bed, she would appear "all glorious within ;" 
clothed in fine linen clean and white. 
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"Grace in all her steps, 

Heaven in her eye, 

In all her gestures, dignity and love.'* 



This was holiness in the first creation, and it 
is holiness, under somewhat different circum- 
stances — under the full new creation. By the 
hand of faith she now leans on the Beloved, 
walking through the wilderness, to her dwelt- 
Jng-place in heaven. In the morning of her 
days^ she moves with trembling steps; she 
proceeds with diffidence along the paths of 
life. Her desiring eye is directed to heaven 
for guidance and defence. Her eye of sense 
turns away from polluting objects, and she 
foars contracting the slightest spot in passing 
through so foul a place as this world. Her 
pHth is sometimes rough and slippery. If her 
Juith, by which she leans every moment on the 
Lord Jesus, should fail, she could not hold on 
her way, but would certainly fall. Her Jbith 
has been sufficient for preceding trials, but 
there may be extraordinary trials before she 
reaches her abidins: residence. Her latest trial 
will in all probability, be her severest* If her 
Juifhy therefore, did not admit of being 
" stren«^thened, " it were easy to conclude, it 
could not be sufficient. The correctness of this 
view of faith being strengthened, is sanction- 
ed by the Apostle : **Now the God of all 
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grace, after that ye have suffered awhile, make 
you perfect," and he goes on — 'Establish, 
strengthen, settle you. " It scarcely needs to 
be hinted that all this increase ot faith, is 
through Divine influence, by means of increas- 
ing knowledge. By the very same means love is 
to increase. If there should be any difficulty 
in admitting of an increase of love, where it is 
supposed there is a fulness of love, it may be 
observed, that we cannot tell what that expan-^ 
sion is, of which the human subject is capable. 
If a man, for instance, should love God with all 
his heart's desire — with all his soul's affection 
— with all his mind's comprehension — and with 
all the strength of each of them : is it thence to 
be supposed that his mind is capable of no fur- 
ther comprehension — that his soul is capable of 
no new affections — and that his heart is capable 
of no increase of desire? Only admit that there 
may be an increase of knowledge of God and of 
the Lord Jesus, and there can be no difficulty 
in admitting, that there may be increase of 
faith and love; for holiness is bounded hy know^ 
ledge. 

The means of increasing holiness are precisely 
the same„ as those which brought us at first to 
the knowledge and grace of God. Searching* 
the Scriptures will be profitable, not only for 
confirmation, but also for further instruction in 
righteousnes. What has been said of the Psalms 
of David, may be said of Scripture in general ; 



i 
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**Herein those truths are communicated which 
philosophy could never investigate, and in a 
style which poetry can never equal, while his- 
tory is often made the vehicle of prophecy, and 
creation lends all its charms to paiint the glories 
of Redemption." The perfect man may dig out 
of these inexhaustable mines, increasing trea* 
sures of wisdom and knowledge. The word 
ministered, will not only be a quickening and 
comforting word to those who have believed 
through grace, but, either directly or indirect- 
ly, it will be the word of growing ** wisdom, " 
Prayer will not only strengthen the believer's 
.confidence, but will bring more abundant light 
from heaven. •' What I know not teach Thou 
me." The fellowship of saints, will not only stir 
up our "pure minds by way of remembrance" 
of the goodness of God ; but will also instruct 
by the varied incidents of christian experience. 
The sacramental ordinance will ever in new as- 
pects, show forth the Lord's death till his com- 
ing again. Therefore, **brethren give diligence' ' 
in all these means, '* to make your calling and 
election sure." 

**Suffer the word of exhortation ;" and abide 
in the inheritance of the Lord. You have now 
a gracious inheritance — quiet resting places — 
fields of promise — wells of the water of life — 
delightful eminences, from whence you may 
view the distant country. Suffer no deceitful 
prospects of a worldly nature to beguile you. 
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away from that *' goodly heritasre ** in which 
yoa dwell. Keep the title deeds of yoar faith 
in the fsecret place of a pure conscience, — use 
the reTenne of voar inheritance to the glory of 
God, and the heuffit of your fellow creatures. 
No process of ejertment will ewer- be served 
upon you ; you fthail lay up treasure in heaven ; 
and when you emit^rate to ** a better country, 
that is a heavenly," you shall take all the riche^ 
of your inheritance along with yon. **Mary 
hath chosen that good part which shall not be 
taken away." 

** Keep yonrselves in the love of God. *• 
When a person enjoys the favour of his Prince, 
is allowed to sit near his person, and to hold 
intimate communication with him ; he should 
with great circumspection^ ** Keep the King^s 
commandment, and not be hcisfy to go out of 
his sight." He should observe the eye of hia 
Prince; be prompt in his obedience, and cleave 
to him under adverse circumstances. This was 
the case with Hnshai towards King David. 
When Ahithophel was treacherous, Hushai was 
faithful. So let those who dw II in God, be- 
cause they dwell in love, abidt^ under the sha- 
dow of the Almighty. Let them walk before 
him with great circumspection. Let them 
cleave to him, when his interests are apparent- 
ly declining, so that, ''neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
thinfyfi m-^otintj tier things to come, nor height, 
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nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be ahle 
to separate them from the love of God, ^hich 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord." — Indeed, nothing 
can separate them from this love but sin. Oh! 
that they may be kept from the accursed thing! 

SECTIOIN X. 

ImpOTUnt leiisons^to live morp and more hi practical knowIe(7<re 
— to acknowledge the work of Hod — to help other*— Comfort in 
trials and death. 



The perfect in Christ Jesus have many im- 
portant lessons to learn which have not been 
touched upon in the preceding observations. 
They have to learn to live more and more, a day 
at once. Aware of the precarious tenure of 
human life ; uncertain at what day, or even 
hour their Lord would call for tliem ; they 
should endeavour to spend every day as though 
it might be their last. Their loins girded about, 
and their lamps burning ! Considering them- 
selves as servants waiting the coming of their 
master, every day they should humbly desire 
to be found "watchins:.'* — "Blessed are those 
servaiits whom the Lord when He cometh 
shall find so doing.** They have also to learn 
more and more^ to live in etemily, and for cter^ 
nity. It was said by a celebrated Painter ; — 

I 
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••I am paintinor for eternity." Hence, it might 
bo inferred, that in the performance of bis 
work, he deemed it necessary to e:l^ert all his 
care, all his dili«:ence, and all his perseverance ! 
Every man is living for eternity. Ordinary 
christians know the truth of this, but are often 
t(»o little impressed with the importance of it. 
Mature christians are learning more and more,- 
to live for eternity in the best sense, and there« 
fore to live and walk as in eternity! They have 
also to learn more cmd more to do all things txs 
unto the Lord? They are seekjng to comply 
with the advice of the Apostle to servants: — 
" Whatsoever ye do, do it heartily as unto the 
Lord, knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive 
the reward of the inheritance." If they are 
called to attend to domestic duties, to help one 
another in the common occurrences of life, to 
to wait upon one another in health or sickness 
^f they are called to follow after business^ in 
order to provide things honest in the sight of 
all men, to support their families, to give to 
him that needeth — if they are called to take 
part in religious exercises^ to minister the word^ 
to feed the christian flock, to instruct children, 
to conduct prayer meetings, to visit the sick— 
and if these duties of domestic life, of busi- 
ness, of religion, expose to dilfhculties, trials, 
exercises, labouring, travelling, toiling, sweat- 
jyig — if the weather should sometimes be un- 
Vavourable, and many other things should be 
uuwolr' '" ^'^sh and blood; they know it 
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would have the happiest tendency to do all 
things as unto the Lord, Oh ! how it would 
lighten the burden of any service whatever, to 
think,—*'! am doing this for the Lord ! It is 
rather a hard matter, it is true, but 1 am doing 
for the Lord !*' The perfect are learning this 
lesson more and more^ because it is only in the 
£^rotci/^ practice of it that they can experience 
mjull measure^ that the yoke of Christ is easy, 
and His burden light. For whatever is done, 
which is not knowingly done to Him, cannot 
be considered as part of His yoke ; no wonder 
it should not be very ea^y. It is no part of His 
burden; no wonder if it should not be very 
light. 

So far from the growing practice of the pre- 
ceding lessons being inconsistent with perfect 
love, it may well be considered as a most per- 
eutient evidence of it. If fact may be allowed 
to bear its testimony to the truth of this doc- 
trine ; then the wisest, the best, the most useful 
people have lived in the growing practice of 
these most important lessons. 

It were well for all who are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, on suitable occasions, to '^declare 
in Zion the work of the Lord our God.*' The 
light that is in them was not intended to be 
put under a bushel, but to be placed on a can- 
dlestick to give light to all ^ivho are in the house. 
Some, perhaps, whose spiritual eyes are weak, 
through educational preposessions, littleness of 
faith, or partial information, may not very cor- 
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rlially receive their testimonyybut watchfulness 
against takirio^ unreasonable offence, will keep 
them from reccivinsi^ harm. It cannot, indeed, 
be successfully argued that taking offence un- 
der any circumstances, proves the absence of 
perfect love ; for if taking offence in all cases 
were admitted to be wronsr, the onlv inference 
which could be drawn from such a fact, would 
be, that the enemy had gained a momentary 
advantage. But it is well to guard against all 
offence, because, it would have a constructive 
tendency to render incredulity more plausible. 
All the inmates of the ''spiritual house*' are 
entitled to the exercise of forbearance, because 
all that dwell in it, even the most spiritual,, 
have at one time or other, been "slow of heart 
to believe" all that the Prophets and Apostles 
have written. When perfect love bears her tes- 
timony in the house of God, some will begin 
to rejoice in her light, and if they follow it, 
they will find it no ignis fatuuis, "no cunningly- 
devised fable." It will be necessary, however, 
for the strong in the grace which is in Christ 
Jesus, to take them by the hand, to give them 
all needful information, to encourage their 
bopes, and to lead them forwards into all the 
depths of porfcut love. They must be reminded 
that justiHcation is a high and happy state — 
that they have been made to see great things 
— ^but thf»re ar« still Gfreater things before them. 
Th«v must be informed that holiness is by faith, 
"efore a present salvation. Never- 
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theless the kingdom suffers violence, and the 
violent take it by force. If they should be cast 
down, because they do not fully enter in ; let 
them be cheered with promises. "The Lord 
will suddenly come to His temple." "Faithful 
is He that hath called you, who also will do it." 
With suitable help, every earnest seeker will 
speedily enter into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God ; will become a profitable com- 
panion, a fellow helper of the truth, and a star 
ID the "crown of rejoicing." 

To conclude this part of the subject, "the 
saints in Christ Jesus" are still in a world of 
trial and exercise. Let them persevere in the 
good ways of the Lord ! then, though they may 
be tempted like their Lord, they shall conquer 
like Him ! The dispensations of Providence 
' may be severe. The cold black wind of out- 
ward trouble may blow upon them. The hea- 
vens may appear to be angry ! Bitter may he 
the blast ! The earth may deny a refuge ! But 
God Himself will be their refuge, and round 
them shall be " His everlasting arms. " The 
furnace of affliction may be heated sevefi times 
hotter than ever it has been wont to be heated! 
But the Son of God will walk will) them in the 
fire ! He will preserve them in it ! He will 
conduct them through it. He will bring them 
out of it. They shall be as gold seven times 
purified, and by so much the more, fit for the 
Master's use. The messenger of justice will ere 
long, receive his commission! — but he will 
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come to them stintless like a friend ! He will 
unly put out the caodle of mortal life ; the lamp 
of spiritual life will be burning with resplen- 
dent brightness ! He will only strip off the tat- 
tered garments of mortality ; the inward man 
will be clothed with the garments of salvation 
and righteousne^ ! He will only separate from 
dear companions for a while. During the short 
time of this separation, departing saints will 
dwell with angels and happy spirits. Death 
will terminate their tcrrestnal enjoyments, 'tis 
true, but they shall gather fruit from ** life's 
fair tree, fast by the throne of God." Their 
sleeping ashes shall be consigned to the silent 
tomb, but their tender spirits shall rest in the 
bosom of their Father and their God ! 

In hope of untold joys in ihe^unde/Ued inhe- 
ritance, go on^ my dear companions in the 
kingdom and patience of the Lord Jesus. 

"Live till the Lord in gloiy come. 

And ifmtt His heaven to ahare, 
He now is fitting up your home, 

Go on —we'll meet yon there. 



SECTION XI. 

HolineM of serious interest to the young— Entire holinew will 
BaturaUyprodnoeripefiroit— Youth called to holiness hy Scrip- 
ture examples-Joseph— Moses—Samuel— Job— Holy msn— by 
.prospects of uiefulnets,— by special fovour of God. 
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To all professing; Christians, and to serioUs 
yowiig persons in particular, the subject of en- 
tire holiness is of vast importance. Il is a 
subject which involves their dearest and deep- 
est interests : it involves their happiness, their 
usefulness, their safety I It is presumed, there- 
fore, that the subject will not be unwelcome to 
them. In submitting a few observations to 
juvenile readers, the present writer assumes 
the fact, that they have been brought to expe- 
rience *Hhe forgiveness of sins." In all cases, 
pardon of sin takes precedency of perfect ho- 
liness : let every youn^ person, therefore, be 
clear in this matter ; and then '* go on to per- 
fection." 

It is a truism deserving of great attention, 
that only entire holiness can bear the ripe fruits 
of holiness. Some writers when professedly 
speaking on the subject of experience, call it 
religion, piety, the grace of God. These terms 
are not inadmissible, except, as they may be 
considered somewhat vague and indetermi* 
nate. Entire sanctifi cation and perfect love, 
however, are terms less open to objection, be- 
cause they are acknowledged to have a mean- 
ing which is more determinate. It is to this 
holiness that God has graciously called all His 
people ; and it is of great importance to young 
persons to hejklly persuaded of the calling of 
God respecting them, in the early stages of 
their christian experience. Many have deeply 
to deplore their indifference to this calling, 
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for so great a 1en<;tb of time!— they know 
something of the loss occasioned by it, for 
which they grieve ; but now are truly thankful 
in being brought to see their way into the 
"holiest. " It will be niJitter of rejoicing in 
future life, to the young disciples of our Sa- 
viour, if they are brought to see their way into 
the present salvation of God. God has called 
them to holiness. 

He has called them to holiness bv the most 
amiable examples. Joseph was a holy person 
in early life. If the laws of the Jirst table had 
not been written on his heart, he would never 
have exhibited so beautiful an example of obe- 
dience to the laws of the second table. See his 
filial reverence for his Father's person ! — his 
prompt obedience to his Father's direction ! 
See his patience under the cruel treatment of 
his brethren! — when his heart was torn in 
pieces with sorrow; we read of no impatience! 
See his faithfulness during the time of his ser- 
vitude I — when exposed to severe temptation, 
his principles oi purity sustained him, and he 
endured as seeing Him who is invisible ! He 
said : " How can I do this great wickedness, 
and sin against God." Though accused when 
innocent, and condemned when not guilty, we 
read of no complainings. What a tender sym- 
pathy he showed to his Father at an advanced 
period of life! — what fraternal affection to- 
wards those who had manifested great unkind- 
ness I His Brethren saw his face, as though 
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it had been the face of an angel! It was in 
early life that Joseph exhibited this beautiful 
example of unsullied holiness. 
- The example of Moses, also, is deserving of 
the attention of young persons. It was in the 
bloofn of life that Moses looked down with 
contempt on the grandeurs of this world, and 
made choice of suffering piety for the lot of his 
inheritance ! When he refused to be called the 
Son of Pharoah's Daughter, we read of no 
misgivings. If there had been any latent de- 
sire for honours and dignities ; he might have 
been an Egyptian Prince ! If there bad been 
any lurking attachment to riches; he might 
have possest the '* treasures of Egypt!'* If 
there had been ant/ remaxmngfomdness for plea- 
sure ; he might have enjoyed all the sensual 
gratification of an idolatrous religion ! There 
was an entireness in the choice of Moses which 
warrants the inference, that at an early period 
of his life, he was a perfect man in his gene- 
ration. — Nor was the subsequent conduct of 
Moses unworthy of his youthnil example. See 
his forbearande, in carrying the froward peo- 
ple from Egypt to the borders of the promised 
land ! See his patriotism ; when he said : 
" Spare Thy people O Lord ! and if not, blot 
out my name from Thy book !" See his dis- 
interestedness. — He was never suspected of 
taking any advantage from his eminent station; 
or of desiring personal aggrandisement, wealth, 
ur homage ! If it should be objected that Mo- 
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ses was once in error ; can it thence be argued 
that he was not a perfect man before ; or that 
her was not a perfect man after his offence ? 
Certainly not.— All that ean be inferred from 
his offence, for the time preceding it, is, that 
he was not impeccable: and to suppose he was 
not a perfect man after, is to suppose that the 
g^ace of God was not svtfficxenJtfor his recovery^ 

The same observations, generally, which have 
been made in reference to Moses, may be ad. 
vanced respecting Samuel, and some other 
young persons mentioned in holy Scripture : 
but the time would fail us. Job is expressly 
said to have been "a perfect and upright man, 
one that feared God, and eschewed evil.*' It 
is also said of the men who penned the volume 
of Scripture, that they were "Hofymen of God, 
who wrote and spoke as they were inspired by 
the Holy Ghost.*' By all these examples, 
young persons are called to immediate holi- 
ness. 

Nor less so, by ihe prospect of eminent useful" 
ness, *^He that desires the pastoral office desires 
a good thing." But let it be remembered that 
holiness is the way to eminent usefulness. ^'God 
will ever set apart the man that is godly for 
himself!" "Them that honour Me I will hon- 
our, and they that despise Me shall be lightly 
esteemed." The only way in which a young 
person can perfectly honour God is through 
yJiiVA in His well beloved Son; cordially, fully, 

"^ly to embrace the great salva- 
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<ion ; and thus to be made like Uim. A full 
moral resemblance of God^ is the highest hmiour 
that can he rendered to him! and all those who 
thus honour God, shall be honoured by Him. 
Look at Joseph.''— He tias called to pass thro' 
a series of afiiictive providences ; but, he was 
a holy man, and God made choice of him for 
eminent service. Jiist now, a poor slave, a 
stale criminal ; he was raised to be the second 
person in the land of his affliction ! He was 
appointed to be the conservator of his Father's 
hnuse, and a benefactor to the whole land of 
Egypt ! He not only ministered to the people 
the bread which perishes, but also the bread 
of life ! Pie instructed the Egyptians in the 
true religion. Look at Moses.— If be had been 
an Egyptian Prince, he would have lived and 
died in obscurity ! He would never have been 
that eminent instrument of usefulness in the 
cause of religion, \^hich God was pleased to 
make him to his own, and all succeeding ages. 
But he was a holy man, and God honoured 
him ! He choosed affliction with the people 
nf God, and he shared^with them in their de- 
liverances and victories ! The inhabitants of 
the land of Canaan, trembled at the mention 
of his name ! His posthumous fame lives to 
the present day, atid is cordially acknowledged 
in every part of the globe. 

Look at Samuel.^His word came to all 
Israel ; and it was known through all the tribes 
of Israel, that God had established him to be 
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prophet ! He judged Israel with honour to 
himself, and with great benefit to the people, 
all the days of his life ! Job was also neatly 
honoured of God, and though the Scriptures 
are somewhat brief on the subject, yet it would 
be no difficult matter to prove, that he was as 
eminent for usefulness as for riches, both be- 
fore and after his affliction. The holy men of 
God who wrote the Scriptures, have been the 
honoured instruments of saving instruction to 
the ends of the earth ! Let all young persons 
who are Bred with a glowing warmth and 
ardour to serve God and their generation, fully 
embrace the great salvation. They are called 
to it by the prospect of usefulness. 

It scarcely need to be added, that they are 
called to this perfect holiness because it em- 
braces all the passible means of spiritual, per- 
sonal happiness— of permanent and increasing 
spirituality; of preservation from presumptuous 
sins and secret faults — ^indeed, of all that can 
render young people amiable, and all that can 
confirm the hopes of the church respecting 
them. God is no respecter of persons. If there 
can be any precedency in the Divine favour 
at all ; all other circumstances being the same ; 
it must be afforded to those that serve the Lord 
at an early period of life. *\ I love them that 
love me, and they that seek me early shall find 
me." He wills all, especially the young, to 
enjoy the full measure of happiness ; to live in 
the spirit ; to be "without offence ;" to honour 
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his cause ; to serve his church ; and to receive 
the crown of righteousness ! And holding out 
the prospect of all this. He sa^s to them : *'Be 
ye holy, for I am holy." In His sight, the most 
^accepted time' for full salvation, is early life. 
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March 19th, 1824. 

Dear Sister, 

I am pcidd you yielded to the impression 
adverted to in yours, and gladly avail myself 
of ihe first opportunity of endeavouring to 
comply with your solicitations. I had entirely 
forgotten that I bad written to you on the im- 
portant subject of sanctification till your letter 
reminded me of it. I am not aware that my 
views have suffered any material alteration 
respecting it. That you have attained the 
blessing of sanctifi cation 1 can easily believe, 
because it is a common christian privilege. The 
request which you make respecting my having 
seen any thing " inconsistent V with the pro- 
fessed enjoyment of sanctification, is one of 
very great importance. 1 think I could answer 
it in a way that would be favourable to your- 
self, but 1 stand in some little doubt as to my 
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own competency. I am aware that many pro^ 
fessedly reli^ous people, whose attainments 
are only ordinary, and many who cannot for 
shame profess to have any religion at all, have 
taken upon them to pronounce what is, and 
what is noi consistent with a stale of sanctifi- 
cation: but how shall any one be able to .jud«e 
with cai^dence on the question of consistency* 
who himself enjoys not the blessine: ? So f;ir 
as the sacred Scriptures have decided for us, 
the judgement of man has no concern in this 
matter. Now they have decided that the bless- 
ing of entire sanctificatioti, in whatever it may 
consist, is obtainable, and that it is the indis- 
pensable duty, and highest privilege of every 
christian believer to press after it. If therefore 
1 bad seen any thing that I might think '* in- 
consistent*' with your enjoyment of it, that 
would not prove you had never received the 
blessing, and candour would rather infer that 
in some unhappy moment you had not by the 
grace of God, kept yourself from entering into 
temptation. It is therefore to be inferred, that 
although there may be something In a persons 
deportment subsequent to a professed enjoy- 
ment of sanctification, which truth obliges to 
pronounce inconsistent with it, that this is no 
disparagement of the doctrine of christian ho- 
liness, nor any solid proof of non-attainment. 
The inference rather is, that the enemy has 
gained the advantage. And it is to be hoped 
that thejuilL^will become strong and enabled 
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to say in the day of conquest: <*Rejoice net 
a;;ainst me, ! mine enemy." 

i am glad that my former letter has been of 
soikie little service, and you not only solicit ad- 
vice and direction in the above mentioned par. 
ticular, as well as to your deportment under 
existmg circumstanees, but also another letter 
on the general subject of perfect holiness. 

Order requires that generals should take 
precedency of particulars in all matters of dis- 
cussion ; and I know of no! hi ng to plead exemp- 
tion in the present case. The only proper subject 
of reception, is the person who is in di justified 
Mtate — the person who has received redemption 
in the blood of Jesus, — the forgiveness of sins. 
Sanctification spoken of in any other subject, is 
a sanctification resting on a wrong foundation, 
and is subversive of some of the vitals of Chris- 
tianity. It were easy to prove this, if it were 
called in question, but it would at present be 
wide of our specified topic. Perhaps of all 
questions that can be proposed, it is the most 
important : *^What is christian holiness ?*' In 
endeavouring to answer it, I would appeal ex- 
clusively to the Law and Testimony. There it 
* is sometimes denominated a tro^/aitg'. Hence 
the Apostle St. Paul in his epistle to the Ephe- 
sians : '* Christ loved the church, and gave 
bimself for it; that he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word; that he might present it to himself a 
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g'lorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or 
any such thing; that it should be holy and 
without blemish/* Chap. 5, ▼ 25, 26, 27. Our 
Lord has said in effect to all professed chrislU 
ans individually: 'Mf / wash thee not, thou 
hast no part wiih mtt !" This should excite a 
corresponding desire. 



<* Waflh me, but not mj fiwt alone^ 
Mj hud^ my iMttd, mj heart." 



It is denominated a purging. Hence the same 
Apostle intimates that : ''The blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal spirit offered himself 
without spot to God, shall purge your con- 
science from dead works to serve the living 
God." It is denominated a /mri/^tit§p. Hence 

tTitus 2. 14.] **Our Saviour Jesus Christ gave 
limself for us that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.*' 

It is denominated a renewing. Hence, [Col. 
8. 10.] ''Ye have put on the new man which is 
renewed in Knowledge after the image of Him 
that created him." Similar to this is the foU 
lowing : ''And be renewed in the spirit of your 
mind ; and that ye put on the new man, which 
after God is renewed in righteousness and true 
holiness." Ephe8ians4. 23, 24. 
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It 18 denominated SiJiUhg. Hence, ^'filled 
with the (raits of ]ighteoasne8S->^lled with the 
knowledge of His will — ^filled with all the fuU 
ness of God.*' And ^'they that hanger and 
thirst after righteoasness shall he filled.*' 
Phil. 1. 11. Col. 1. 9. Ephes. 3. 19. Mat. 5. 6. 
From this scriptnral view of the sahject it is 
to be obsenred, that if the above terms are sy- 
nonymoas, no order has been violated in the 
enumeration ; and if there is a shade of differ- 
ence, the above is consistent with the order of 
time, in which there is a progressive attainment 
of the great blessing of sanctifi cation. So then 
we are to be washed, purged, purified, renewed, 
filled, sanctified. This affords a tolerably cor- 
rect and comprehensive view of christian ho- 
liness. It implies in the subject of it a preceding 
pardon of sin. It is in vain to talk of holiness 
when we have no enjoyment of pardon. In the 
enjoyment of it the soul is not only washed 
from every stain of guilt, but also from every 
spot of DoUution. The conscience is purged 
fii>m denlement. The heart is purified from 
vile affections. The moral powers are renewed 
in righteousness. A fulness of Divine ^ace 
sanctifies the whole man. From this it follows 
that the mind will be in a happy frame.— So it 
will. There will be deliverance from inward 
evils^ and the growing exercise of christian 
graces. There will be meekness, patience, for- 
bearance, long-suffering, humbleness of mind, 
charity, and every grace flowing from 
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a principle of inward purity. Indeed, were it 
only considered in a negative point of view^ ag 
every unholy feeling is as uneasi/ as it is 
unholy, entire deliverance would be perfect 
satisfaction. But it is not mere deliverance^ 
but a positive holiness. From this view aiso» 
it follows that there will be a preparedness for 
growth in grace and usefulness. This meets the 
objection that if we attain a state of sanctifi-. 
cation there will be an end of all perfection ! 
—There will be no room for growth in grace i 
The reverse of this is truth. As it is in nature, 
so it in grace. When the ground is overrun 
with weeds, we never expect it to bring forth 
fruit. Let the weeds be destroyed, and then 
we may entertain some hopes of fruitfulness* 
So long as our hearts are filled with sinful 
propensities and defects, no seed of grace, no 
herb of piety, no plant of righteousness can 
grow to perfection. Let the sanctifying work 
of the spirit take place, and we shall be as 
trees planted by the water course, bringing- 
forth fruit in its season. — We shall grow in 
£^race, and in the knowledge of pur Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Talk of growth ! When 
will our growth in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour terminate ? And we shall never 
grow as we should do, till we are saved from 
all sin ! 

By the same mode of argumentation it is 
evident that holiness prepares for usefulness. 
We ourselves cannot use a vessel that is not 
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clean. It must first be cleansed, and then used. 
Tbe good that is done upon earth the Lord 
doeth it, but he makes use of instruments. 
Now He cannot delight in us, and He cannot 
so extensively use us as He would do, if we 
are not cleansed from sin, and filled with holi- 
ness. But when we are so, He will delight in 
us, and use us for His glory, and the good of 
our fellow creatures. We shall then be vessels 
of honour ^^ for the Master's use. And we do 
not need to be apprehensive respecting our use- 
fulness, but earnest for holiness, and faithful 
to the grace of holiness. It is therefore to be 
remembered that the Lord will make us useful 
provided we are but holy and faithful. At the 
same time, all pretensions to holiness are vain 
without a corresponding deportmcTU, Men do 
not gather grapes of thorns, nor figs of thistles, 
nor olive berries of a bramble bush. But if the 
tree be made good, the fruit will be good also. 
And a good man out of tbe good treasury of 
his heart bringeth forth good things. All re- 
ligion will avail nothing but that which enables 
a man, out of a good conversation, to bring 
forth his works with meekness of wisdom. 
On this I think 1 do not need to enlarge. I 
shall now enquire by what means this blessing 
of sanctification is secured, and close the 
whole with a word of advice. It is of impor- 
tance to feel our need of it arising from a due 
sense of the existing evils of our nature, from 
which it brings deliverance. It is therefore in 
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the way of preparadon for it, to tie eoaviiiGed 
of the great evil of unclean thoughts, desires, 
and affections— the great evil offarma&iy in 
public worship— of spirituai Itmguar and ioom. 
derings in secret exerci8efr*--of 4M.pUcit^ and 
umncerily and ^le towards our &liow crea« 
tares— of unchristian irritaiion^ feMfigy and 
department under any circunistances. A dae 
sense of the great evil of these things in the 
sight of God» — a true repentance on account 
of every recollected occurrence of any of them, 
and an earnest desire of entire deliverance 
must take precedency of participation. And 
not only must there be a desire for it on this 
ground, but also ss one of the greatest gifts of 
Divine mercy in the present life* This will 
destroy all vain imaginations that the Lord will 
be obliged to us for receiving it, an imagination 
more common than we are perhaps aware, and 
is so shameless, that it is not often disclosed 
by those who feel it. How great an hindrance 
is this to reception. A deep conviction that 
holiness is one of the greatest gifts of Divine 
mercy in the present life, will induce a present 
willingness to receive the blessing. Without 
a willingness, a desire to receive it this momeni, 
it is in vain to profess that we are seriously 
concerned respecting it. Till we are brought 
to this we never can receive it. Nor is it a 
mere willingness and desire to receive it, but 
to do this in the way of Divine appointments 
Without money and without price. As the frec^ 



gift of God, in and through oar Lord Jeans 
Christ. He is made of God anto us sanctifi- 
cation. He is the meritorious cause of all 
spiritual communication. With these correct 
views, convictions, and desires, a person is not 
far from the kingdom of God. Let him see 
that the blessing he is seeking is to be received 
thiB moment by faith ; that it is to be enjoyed 
every moment in the continued actings of 
faith ; and by this means he ^ill be saved from 
distressing apprehensions of losing it, which 
of all things it is of importance for him to be 
saved from, in order to the great blessing of 
sanctifi cation. This fear of losing it inducing 
fear of receiving it, has kept many from the 
possession of it for many years. There is no- 
thing more common, nothing more effectual than 
this apprehension in keeping christians from 
entering into the inheritance of them that are 
sancti^ed. I would here propose the enquiry, 
how is it likely the Almighty should commu- 
nicate His blessing to that man who is afraid 
of receiving it? The exhortation therefore 
follows : "Fear not, only believe.** *• We which 
have believed do enter into rest." What is 
this rest, if it be not the rest of holiness ? And 
unbelieving fears have prevented many thou- 
sands from entering into it. 

So far from the appointed ordinances of re- 
ligion being of no use, the preceding remark* 
if properly understood, demonstrate their ut- 
nodt importance. Secret, family, social, publio 
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prayer ; reading and hearing the word of tb« 
Lord, and meditating thereon ; christian fel- 
lowship and christian communion at the sacra- 
mental table, are the appointed means of 
improving, and increasing our grace. Im- 
provement takes precedency of increase, and 
increase invariably follows improvement. 
"Unto him that hath shall be given." Improve 
grace and have grace ; this is our Lord's doc«« 
trine. Let these means be used with diligent 
attention, and vigilant self-examination, and 
increasing discoveries, increasing desires, in- 
creasing attainments will ensue. Disroverie« 
of the great evil of many things which were 
once unobserved by us, those under a prece- 
ding enumeration, and^perhaps many others 
which cannot well be mentioned, — and ardent 
desires for deliverance. — ^"To be delivered out 
of the hand of our enemies, that we mav serve 
God without fear, in righteousness and true 
holiness all the days of our life.'^ — Discoveries 
of the unspeakable merry of God in providing^ 
for His children the elevated state of entire 
sanctification, and earnest desires for its at- 
tainment. "1 shall be satisfied when I awake 
with Thy likeness, I will behold Thy face in 
righteousness."— Discoveries of its easy con- 
dition, and ardent desires of immediate com- 
pliance, strenuous efforts of present acceptance. 
"Lord 1 believe, help Thou mine unbelief." 
With the preceding quali6cation, which is I 
think more or less congenial to the experience 
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of all true christians, this inference follows 
from the whole : that faith is the immediate in- 
'^ strument of receiving the blessing of entire 
'^ sanctifi cation. This faith gives immediate 
*' possession, and seasonable evidence follows 
to make us comfortable. I would just observe 
by way of conclusion at present, that when the 
' Lord by His spirit works in us this great work, 
^ order arises oat of that confusion which had 
been introduced into man's moral powers, and 
' beauty arises out of that deformity which had 
•* pervaded the whole man ! "We are then cre- 
ated anew in Christ Jesus." I will not reca- 
pitulate, as I may possibly have to touch on 
some of the preceding particulars again in a 
future communication. If your testimony should 
not be fully received, be not greatly surprised. 
But how important it is to consider the inti- 
mation : " Be clean ve that bear the vessels of 

a 

the Lord." It would not be right to say thus 
much to you in a way of complaint, but rather 
in a way of caution, that under similar circum- 
stances you may learn wisdom, "Hold fast that 
thou hast already— grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge and love of God and of our Lord 
Jesus Christ — and may the God of peace who 
brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that great Shepherd of the sheep, thro* 
the blood of the everlasting covenant make you 
perfect in every good work to do His will ; 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in 
His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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